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Privatisation
claim denied

Parllamentary Reporter.

No land wili be transferred to the Land Corporation
except by order-in-councll, parliamentary coaservation
under-secretary, Mr P, Woollaston, said yesterday.

Mr Woollaston was responding to claims from con-
servationists that some of the couatry's outstanding
natural areas are belngsecretly privatised.

He said he belleves the claims were made In
response to “what Is essentially a rumour as to the views
expressed and recommendations made by reglonal of-
ticers of Landcorp sad the Censervation Department.”

The Royal Forest and Bird Soclely has claimed that
250,008 hectares of public land is being divided between
Landcorp and the Conservation Departmen, in private
and In haste, to meet the April 1 deadline for the
establishment of the State:owned enterprises.

Once the lands go to Landcorp they will effectively
be privatised and can be s0ld, the society sald.

Mr Woollaston sald it stems the soclety has heard
there was agreement by regional officials about what
llnd‘wlll g0 to Landcorp and what will go Lo the depart-
ment,

“No transfer of iand bas been effected and none will
be until such time as an order-in-council is signed by the
Governor-Geueral,” he said.

Be bas asked the Conservation Department “as a
matter of urgency” te look Into the areas under special
lesses and brief bim ox them.

Mr Woollaston sald that, for lastance, the Arawala
r¥erbed will not go to Landcorp. The recommendation Is
THatit gotothe Conservation Department.

In the case of Waller Peak, the recommendatlion is
that the lease would go to Landcorp, but thal the titie
should stay with the Crown.

The traasters will not afl bappen on Apri 1, be said,
“There bas (o be an ablllt(v to discuss some matters
beyond that date,” he sald. “There will be some conten-
tlous areas that ministers will want to have a ook at
themselves.”
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Gov’t Allocations Of Land
Made Public

(PA)

WELLINGTON

The Government has made public lists of Crown land it proposes to transfer to the new State-owned
enterprises or have administered by the Department of Conservation.

Most of the allocations of land
would not be controversial, the
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Palmer, sald on Thursday.

*“However, some areas of Crown
land and State forest contain a
mixture of production and conser-
vation values which make allo-
cation more difficult.”

The schedules of land. which Mr
Palmer sald were "vast,” set out
the category for each piece of land,
as agreed by the corporations and
the Department of Conservation
{DOC).

Mr Palmer is chairman of the
Cabinet committee overseeing the
establishment of the new State
enterprises.

Actual transfers of land have yet
to take place, pending the outcome
of the Court of Appeal hearing on
Maori Council claims to be heard
shortly.

“Subject to that, agreements for
sale and purchase between the
Government and the corporations
could be signed In a few weeks
time,” Mr Palmer said.

The Court of Appeal is due to
hear the case, which has halted the
transfer of State assets to the new
corporations, early next month.

Claims

The legal argument is over
whether Crown land which might
be subject to claims to the Waitangl

triounal should be transferred to
the corporations.

Mr Paliner sald Ministers would
look at individual parcels of land
that it was suggested had been
placed in the wrong category. They
would be considered before the
sale and purchase agreements
were drawn up.

The DOC has heen given res-
ponsibllity for all protected lands,
including national parks. reserves,
rivers and lakebeds. [t has steward-
ship over areas for which no final
use (either production or protec-
tion) has been determined, includ-
ing nonproductive native forest
and large areas of high country
Crown land.

Landcorp has responsibility for
Crown-owned productive farmland
and the Forestry Corporation res-
ponsibility for State production
forests.

Copies of the schedules will be
held in the district offices of the
Department of Survey and Land
Information.

Mr Palmer said the Cabinet had
considered the 2.7 million hectares
of pastoral lease high country land
last year.

Because of the value of those
Jands for both conservation and
pastoral farming, the Government
had decided those lands would
remain in Crown ownership.

Landcorp will manage the leases
as the Crown's agent and will be
required to operate under the en-
vironmental policies of the former
Land Settlement Board in consul-
tation with DOC.

Mr Palmer also provided details
covering specific areas:

® The 182,000-hectare
Moleworth Station, as previously
announced, will remain in Crown
ownership.

® Areas agreed for sustained
yield of indigenous timber on the
West Coast have been allocated to
the Forestry Corporation, subject
to protective covenants.

® Of second-growth manage-
ment Kauri on State forest lands in
Northland, only the 2000 hectare
Punuruku-Papakaw! block — one
sixth of the Russell State Forest -
has been allocated to the Forestry
Corporation. The balance will be
adminstered by the Department of
Conservation.

@ Timber supply commitments
until 1988 from Western Southland
Beech forests wili be met by the
Forestry Corporation. However a
case has been advanced by DOC to
protect the remaining virgin for-
ests as a stronghold for the
threatened Yellowhead, Kaka and
Yellow-Crowned Parakeet.

® Extensive State forest areas
in Westland south of the Cook

River are at present under mora-
torium and are being considered by
a committee chaired by the sec-
retary for the environment, Dr
Roger Blakely. These forests are to
become Crown land under the
control of the Minister of Lands
with DOC appointed as interim
manager pending a Government
deciston on the ultimate allocation
to production or protection.

® The 34,000 hectare Eyre
Creek-Cairnard Crown lands in
Northern Southland are to be split
between Landcorp and DOC with
the farmed portion going to the
corporation.

® A 700-hectare portion of the
important wetland at Kaimaumau
in Northland will be allocated to
DOC as a buffer around the scien-
tific reserve and a lUnk to the
Rangaunu harbour.

® Native forest and shrubland
on the Mangaone block next to the
Urewera Natlonai Park is to be
protected. One part is recom-
mended for addition to the
Urewera National Park and an-
other will be allocated to Landcorp
with a covenant protecting native
vegetation.

® Okiwi Station on Great Bar-
rier Island is to be split between
Landcorp and DOC. Native forest,
shrubland and wetland areas will
go to DOC with pasture areas going
to Landcorp.
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Land transfer statement ‘inconsistent’

Details released by the Deputy
Prime Minister, the Rt Hon G. W.
R. Palmer, on the allocation of two
Crown land blocks in the southern
region are inconsistent with
records in the Dupedin office of the
Depariment of Conservation.

The president of the Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society and the professor
of botany at Otago University, Professor
A. F. Mark, has written to Mr Palmer
asking for his urgent attention to the issue.

In a statement published in the Otago
Daily Times on April 18. Mr Palmer said
the 34,000 hectare Eyre Creek-Cainard
Crown lands in northern Southland are to
be split between Landcorp and DOC with
the farmed portion going to the corpora.
tion.

Mr Palmer chairs the Cabinet com.
mittee on the allocation of Crown lands
and Mr Mark said he would be happy if Mr
Palmer’s statement was correct.

But the certified plaas showing areas
for transfer, available in the Dunedin of-
fice of the DOC, show that the total area of
both of these Crowan land blocks is to be
transferred to Landcorp.

This was confirmed by a member of
the DOC office in Dunedin yesterday.

“Clearly the map is at variance with
your statement.,” Professor Mark said.
*Because of the extremely high natural
values in large portions of both blocks,
plus the very serious water and soil ¢oo-
servation issues there, I would appreciate
urgent attention being given to this issue
before final decisions are taken.”

CONTENTION

Knowing the land allocation of the
area is conteatious, Professor Mark ar-
ranged for a detailed scientific study of
the natural values of the land in Jaouary.

Thirteen Goverament biologists and
three {rom the University prepared a
report on the land.

Professor Mark said DOC staff later
proposed that about 23,500 hectares of the
land should go to the DOC. Most of the
land is described in the New Zealaod Land
Resource Tnventory as either upable to
sustain grazing or of very severely limited
use because of erosion hazards.

Professor Mark detailed these mat.
ters in a letter which Mr Palmer's office
received late on Tuesday. A private
secretary [rom Mr Palmer's office

yesterday afternoon said Mr Palmer has
vot yet had time to study the letter.

Professor Mark also said he has beeo
unable to coafirm from any source the
preseace of formal coveanants on the
;!‘.ang: of native {orest oa both Crown land

ocks.

But according to a discussion paper
released publicly by Land aad Survey's
Invercargill office in November 1982,
“several areas of beech forest have been
protected by Conservation Covenants
under Section 77 of the Reserves Act.”

Professor Mark said he was surprised
to hear from senior Landcorp siaff that
the DOC proposal on the two blocks was
rejected.

MARKET PRICES

“I am also concerned by a receaot
press statement by Mr George McMillan,
as chief executive of Landcorp to the ef-
fect that once land transfers have been
completed. the land required by the
Department of Conservation for conser-
vation purposes wouid have to be pur.
chased at market prices.”

Professor Mark raises a secood
worry with Mr Palmer — the Walter Peak

special lease of 25,758 hectares going to
Landcorp.

He tginks much of the area should be
retired in line with the Goveromeat's
retiremeant and surreader policy f{or class
8 and severely eroded class Te pastoral
leasehold land.

And he thinks there are very high
pature conservation values which should
be detailed before any land is permaagent.
ly alienated.

Professor Mark is also an ex-member
of the recently disestablished Land Set-
tiement Board.

He was appointed by the Hoo K. T.
Wetere t0 represent scieptific and con-
servation interests.

He said he is aware Landcorp 1s to be
bound by the board's policy on pasioral
lands and that he would expect the Gov-
ernment to require that Laadcorp be
bound by this policy on any comparable
lands to which it may receive title.

“I would stroogly recommend.
however, that all such land remain with
the Crown.”

Mr Mark told Mr Palmer be was
releasing a cogy of the letter to the media
because of the public interest i the
issues.
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Alarm at Land Plans

NZIPA Wellington
Hundreds of thousands
of hectares of public
land, including parts of
pational parks, are
scheduled for transfer to
the land and forestry
corporations, a coalition
of recreation and con-
servation groups says.

The coalition — the
Acclimatisations Societies,
Federated Mountain Clubs,
and the Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society —
has analysed a sample of
schedules and maps of
public lands to be trans-
ferred to the corporations.

The schedules were
made public by the Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr Palmer,

on April 16 and can be seen
in 12 district land offices
throughout New Zealand.
While some of the alloca-
tions appear {o be the result
of drafting errors, the coali-
tion said thousands of small
parcels of land — mostly
covered by special leases,
licences to graze or recrea-
tion permits — are partof a
nightmare carve-up.

A Coalition researcher,
Mr Bruce Mason, analysed
four of the 12 regions and
found many thousands of
hectares of important con-
servation land held in small
parcels had gone to the cor-
porations.

The forest and bird

society conservation direc-
tor, Dr Gerry McSwee-
ney,said: *Whole mountain
ranges, riverbeds, lake-
shores, native protection
forests and even parts of
national parks are sched-
tled for transfer.”

The issue was vital be-
cause once asset sale and
purchase agreements were
signed between the Crown
and corporations, the land
would be freeholded effec-
tively and available for
sale, he said.

The coalition says the
only delays to the allocation
are the Maori Council’s pre-
sent legal challenge to the
Crown’s right to transfer to
a state-owned enterprise

any land or waters that.are
or could be subject to a
Waitangi Tribunal claim
and the asset valuation
negotiations between the
Treasury and corporations.

The outcome of the
Maori Council's case will
not affect all the Jand about
which the coalition is con-
cerned but large areas of it
include South Island high
country covered by the
Ngai Tahu claim.

Mr Palmer wrote to the
coalition yesterday saying
he had asked for investiga-
tions into allocations that
had been questioned and
others that might be drawn
to the Government's atten-
tion.



Transfer of Forests Angers
nvironmental Groups

The transfer of Western Southland native forests and Walter Peak station to Government corporations has
angered environmental groups.

The coalition of
acclimatization societies,

Federated Mountain Clubs
and the Forest and Bird
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Protection Society has ana-
lysed a sample of schedules
and maps of hundreds and
thousands of public lands to
be transferred.

Included in these are the
25,000 hectares of Walter
Peak station, the Dean and
Rowallen State forests and
parts of the Mataura
riverbed.

The schedules were made
public by the deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Palmer, on
April 16.

While some of the allo-
cations appeared to be the
result of draughting errors,
the coalition said thou-
sanids of small parcels of
land, mostly covered by
special leases, licences to
graze or recreation permits

were part of a nightmare
carve-up.

The conservatoin direc-
tor of Forest and Bird, Dr
Gerry McSweeney, said
from Wellington yesterday
the plan to transfer West-
ern Southland forests to
Forestrycorp was contrary
to an earlier Government
decision to allocate protec-
tion areas only on an in-
terim basis so the corpor-
ation could meet legal com-
mitments.

“Protected™-

“Much of Dean and
Rowallen is protected for-
est and there should be no
question of it going to
Forestrycorp,” he said.

The lowand forests were

important habitats for the
vellowhead and kaka birds.
The issue was vital be-
cause once asse! sale and
purchase agreements were
signed between the Crown
and corporations, the land
would be effectively free-
hold and available for sale,
Dr McSweeney said.
Walter Peak station, a
special lease, was to orig
inally go to the Department
of Conservation and be
managed by Landcorp, but
the environmentally-
sensitive area would now
be transferred to Landcorp.
“Why Landcorp wants
Walter Peak is utterly be-
yond us,” Dr McSweeney
said, “Landcarp may have
pulled a swifty on the Gov-
ernment, thinking it could
charge high rent to com-
mercial tourist ventures.”
The Eyre Creek and
Cainard land blocks were to
be divided between the cor-
poration and the depart-
ment but now both blocks,
44,000 hectares, wouild be-
come freehold titles.
The society believes the
transfer of 72 hectares of
the Mataura riverbed to
Landcorp is illegal.

Mr Palmer has asked for
investigations into allo-
cations that have been
questioned and has aliowed
three more weeks for sub-
missions.
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Crown land allocations bungled’

CIVIL servants in Wellington have bungi-
ed allocations of Crown land to the new
government corporations, says the
chairman of the Kaimal Native Forests
Action Council, Mr Basil Graeme of Tau-
ranga,

“They bave parcelled out the land
without any apparent reference to its real
use,’” he said today.

Mr Graeme was speaking after an ini-
tial study of the allocation maps he ob-
tained from Hamilton.

“l would advise all territorial
authorities to get hold of these maps
urgently and stedy them with great
care,’” he said.

“Some of the allocations are frightening
and apparently the result of poorly in-
formed civil servants working in haste,

“There is a deadline of May 22 for ob-
jections to be lodged, and if the mistakes
are not pointed out the allocations will be
confirmed on thatday.”

Mr Graeme said one of the more glar-
ing mistakes in the Western Bay of Plenty
involved allocation of the loreshore
reserve along Marine Parade at Mount
Maunganui to Landcorp.

“Landcorp is the body charged with
future management of productive agricul-
tural Crown land,’’ he said. *'It is suppos-
ed to take over what were Lands and
Survey Department farm development
blocks, and leased Crown farmland.

‘‘Here it is getting a public reserve that
is vital to foreshore protection.

“'If that foreshore land is to be controll-
ed by any of the new bodies it should be
the Department of Conservation (DOC).

“But really it ought to be vested in the
Mount borough as alocal reserve.”

Mr Graeme said he had not been able to
check the allocation of every piece of
Crown reserve in the district. But there
were hundreds of small lots scattered
about in Tauranga and elsewhere,

He said it was a denial of public rights
that the maps were not freely available
for inspection throughout New Zealand,

“What chance do people have to
discover errors if the maps are restricted
to those willing to pay $55 for them?’’ he
asked.

The foreshore reserve at Mount Mau-
nganui is not the only glaring error in the
Western Bay of Plenty.

Mr Graeme says a sandbar at the
western end of Tauranga Harbour, only
exposed at spring low tide, has been
allocated to Landcorp.

Landcorp has also been allocated a
large number of residential-sized proper-
ties in the Karangahake Gorge.

“If anything those should go to the
Government  Properties  Corporation.
They are certainly not farmiand,” he
said,

“Another major blunder is the alloca-
tion of two catchment protection planta-

tions on the western side of the Kaimals
near 'Thompsons Track to Forestcorp.
“That body is in charge of commercial
fores;try, but those plantations were artyu-
ally planted by the old Forest Service to
stop erosion problems that were con-
tributing to flooding in the Waihou River,
*‘They were never intended to be milled
ia)r(t;:lcshould certainly be controlled by the
‘““The DOC
bus h reserve

should also have a native
in the middle of Rotoehu
Forest designated for protection of
Kokako. Yet that has also gone to
Forestcorp in direct gcontradiction of the
Forest Service’'s ownrecommendations.”

Mr Graeme said people with any know-
ledge of local Crown lands in the district,
and local authorities administering Crown
lands, shou ld make a rea! effort to check
the maps urgently.

““Once they are transferred it will be
too late,” he said.
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‘Media Failed to Probe
Land Transfer’

WELLINGTON

The news media is partly to blame for a lack of public involvement in the transfer
of millions of hectares of public land to State-owned corporations, a member of the

National Parks Centennial Commission says.

The commissioner, Dr
Les Molloy, said at an en-
vironmental news seminar
in Wellington he found it
incredible that the media
had largely failed to probe
decisions to abolish a
Crown Estate Commission
before it ever had a meet-
ing.
Dr Molloy criticized
Journalists for missing the
axing of the commission,
set up last year to oversee
allocation of land to State
corporations.

“This had been going on
for months. The Treasury
was driving the show, want-
ing all its allocations done
by April 1, so it could value
its assets,” he said.

“It was a ludicrous expec-
tation that something as
complex as thousands of
parcels of land of all
discriptions could be allo-
cated to the Department of
Conservation without dis-
pute.

“What a story if someone
had blown it apart.”

Dr Molloy said it should
have been the conservation
story of the decade but was
ignored until the Maori
people took their concerns
to the Court of Appeal,
where they are being ar-
gued this week.

A coaljtion of recreation
and conservation groups
claimed earlier this week
hundreds of thousands of
hectares of public land
including parts of national

parks — are scheduled tor
transfer to the Land and
Forestry Corporations

The transfer of riverbeds,
lakeshores, native protec-
tion forests and parts of
national parks will be re-
considered in three weeks
after the Government has
received reports and con-
siders the allocations.

The coalition the
Acclimatization Societles,
Federated Mountain Clubs.
and Forest And Bird Protec-
tion Society analysed a

sample of scheduies and
maps of public lands to be
transferred to the corpor-
ations.

The conservation direc-
tor of Forest and Bird Soc-
iety Dr Gerry McSweeney
said some of the schedules
were made public by Mr
Palmer on April 16, but in
reality a lot of the sched-
ules were not released to
the public until May 24.

He said for many areas
that meant only six days
were given for the public to

consider the schedules.

Caltex QOil NZ Ltd an-
nounced at the seminar it
was sponsoring two en-
vironmental journalism
awards worth $4000 each to
mark the centennial of nat-
ional parks.

The awards will be for
the best article published
about New Zealand's heri-
tage and the environment
and for the best radio story
broadcast during the Nat-
ional Parks centennial
year.
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Problems in transfer of
Crown land alleged

By OLIVER RIDDELL
In Wellington

The Government has
promised to investigate
problems idestified by the
Public Lands Coalition in
the allocation of Crowa
land to the new Forestry
and Land corporations.

This undertaking was

ven by the Deputy

me Migister, Mr
Palmer, and a report is
expected by the end of
May, to go to a committee
of Ministers.

The Public Lands Coali-
tion bas been formed by
Federated Mountain
Clubs, Acclimatisation
Societies, and the Royal
Forest and Bird Protec-
tion Society.

It was formed to oppose
the transfer of public
lands that have important
conservation and recrea-
tion values to the new
corporations.

In welcoming the Gov-
ernment’s commitment, a
spokesman for the coali-
tion, Dr Gerry McSwee-
ney, said there was still a
procedural problem {o be
overcome. There were
hundreds of thousands of

hectares involved in thou-
sands of small parcels.

It was simply unfair to
all the parties involved to
consider these areas in
haste, he said.

The best solution would
be to allocate this portion
of the Crown estate to the
Survey and Land Informa-
tion Depariment as a
holding action. Through a
public process the con-
servation and develop-
ment merits of each area
could then be assessed
and a final allocation
made.

Dr McSweeney said this
might take several years
but would avoid the other-
wise inevitable conflict.

The discovery of the
array of public lands of
high conservation value
that had been allocated to
the corporations came
after the coalition had
analysed a sample of the
schedules and maps of
public lands to be trans-
ferred.

These schedules were
made public just before
Easter and are available
at the 12 land district
offices in New Zealand.

Dr McSweeney said that
in the first two weeks only
four of the 12 regions had
been surveyed, and hast-
ily, but the land carve-up
discovered was a night-
mare. Whoie mountain
ranges, riverbeds,
lakeshores, native protec-
tion forests and even
parts of national parks
were scheduled for
transfer to the Forestry
and Land corporations.

The issue was vital be-
cause once agreements
were signed for sale and
purchase between the
Crown and corporations,
effectively all this land
would be freeholded and
available for sale by the
corporations.

The debate on alloca-
tion of Crown land had
focused in public on
Maori land claims, he
said.

But other concerns over
the recreation and con-
servation values of the
land allocation had been
conspicuously silent be-
cause, under Ministerial
instruction, the carve-up
had been done by the
officials in secret,

Public groups bhad be-
lieved the carve-up would
stick to the principles an-
nounced by the Govern-
ment in September, 1985,
in launching its environ-
mental restructuring, Dr
McSweeney said.

At that time the Gov-
ernment had said that
only Crown lands “prim-
arily™ used for farming or
forestry purposes would
go to the corporations. But
the maps made public last
mouth revealed 3 very
different story,

There had been an im-
mense power struggle
within the bureaucracy;
the corporations had
seized many lands with
predominantly natural
and conservation values,
and with only minor com-
mercial uses.

The mistakes fell into
three categoriesi—

Allocations that seemed
to be drafting errors, such
as the 250,000ha of Can-
terbury pastoral lease
mountain ranges (includ-
ing Craigieburn, Two
Thumb and Ben Ohau
ranges, and the Tasman
and Jollie riverbeds).

Allocations that were
contrary to earlier Gov-
ernment decisions, includ-
ing the 25,000ha Walter
Peak station  (mostly
eroded mountainland re-
tired from grazing).

Allocations of conten-
tious areas where deals
struck by officials were
contrary to the public ia-
terest, inciuding parts of
Kaitorete Spit, Lake Elles-
mere, the largest natural
sand dune complex in the
country.

Mr Palmer said he had
given instructions for in-
vestigations to be made
into the proposed alloca-
tions that had been ques-
tioned, and of any others
that might be drawn to
the Government’s atten-
tion.

He would then convene
a meeting of himself, the
Minister of Conservation,
Mr Marshall, and the Min-
jster responsible for the
Land and Forestry cor-
porations, Mr Wetere, to
consider the allocations.

If the coalition wanted
to make further- submis-
sions it could do so, Mr
Palmer said.
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Land Carve-up
Row Deepens

The Depuly Prime
Minister, Mr Palmer,
is at the centre of a
dispute over the
transfer of millions
of hectares of crown
land to the new state
corporations a
process comnserva-

tionists say is a
“nightmare” carve-
up.

A coalition of environ-
mental groups has cltaimed
thousands of hectares of im-
portant coaservation land
held in small parcels will be
allocated to the corpora-
tions,

A member of the
National Parks Centennial
Commission. Dr Les Molloy,
also claimed yesterday that
the axing of an organisation
intended (o oversee the al-
location of land to state cor-
porations had been largely
overlooked.

But Mr Palmer retorted
last night that claims of a
land carve-up were 2
whole lot of nonsence.”

Resources

Mr Palmer added that
the Crown Estates Commis-
sion, originally intended to
oversee the transfer. had
been abandoned before ils
first meeting because it
would have insufficient
work to do.

Wellington Stafr

“I do not feel there was a
need to set up another
quango to settle these prob-
lems — we have got plenty
of resources in the Govern-
ment 10 deal with it,” he
sald.

“[ did not see there was
enough work for it to doand
{ stil) do not think there is.”

Dr Molloy, speaking at an
environmental news
seminar in Wellington, said
the land transfer had been
rushed because of a desire
by the Treasury to have {he
process completed by April
1

““The Treasury was driv-
ing the show, wanting all

the allocations done by
April 1 so it could value the
assets,” he said.

But Dr Molloy sald it was
“a ludicrous expectation”
that something so complex
could be settied without dis-
pute.

He added that the absan-
donment of the commission
should have been “the con-
servation story of the
decade” but was ignored
until the Maori people
voiced their concern to the
Court of Appeal, where they
were being argued this
week.

The news services had
largely failed to investigate
the decision to abolish the
commission before it ever
had a meeling.

A coalition of acclimali-
sation societies, including
federated mountain clubs
and the Royal Foresl and
Bird Protection Society,
claimed some of the in-
tended allocations were de-
fective because of map
drafting errors.

But thousands of small
parcels — mostly covered
by special leases. licences
to graze or recreation per-
mits . — were (o be trans-
ferred to the corporations.

‘The conservation direc-
tor of the Forest and Bird

Protection Soclety. Dr
Gerry McSweeney, said the
issue was vital. as public
property such as rivers and
mountain peaks could have
been soid.

“They would have been
on 8 schedule of assets that
would have been signed on
May 1,” he said.

However, Mr Palmer
said he had had a full list of
intended land transfers
widely distributed so they
could be discussed and any
protests heard.

® Disquiet at the Barrier
— back page.
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Corporations Accused Of
Staging Land-grab

Landcorp and Forestrycorp are staging the biggest land-grab New Zealand has ever
seen but few people seemed to realize, Mr R. R. Sutton warned at the Southland
Catchment Board’s meeting yesterday.

Land which was ear-
marked for corporate con-
trol included sections of
riverbed, high country land
‘prone to severe erosion,
and riverbanks needed for
flood control and river pro-
tection work.

Mr Sutton produced
maps at vesterday's meet-
ing which showed three
miles of riverbed on the
Oreti river in the
Strathallan block would be
owned by Forestrycorp.

“The board may be faced
with baving to buy the
riverbed back,” he warned.

Crown land in the Eyre
creek, and Cainard blocks
in the upper Mataura catch-
ment, was marked down
for transfer to Landcorp,
but would be better under
the Department of Conser-
vation, the board felt.

If it were transferred to
DOC subsequently, DOC
would have to pay
Lalrédcorp for it, Mr Sutton
sald.

“Ridiculous"

“It's ridiculous. We are
looking at public land being
grabbed by a commerial
organization.”

Mr Sutton was also con-
cerned that if the corpor-
ations owned riverbeds,

they could restrict public
access which had tradition-
ally been unrestricted.

The board adopted his
motion to write to the
deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Palmer, voicing its extreme
concern at the allocation of
public land to Laundcorp
and Forestrycorp and ask-
ing him to rescind or stall
any decision pending de-
tailed consideration of soil
and water values in consul-
tation with the board.

The board will make sub-
missions to the Govern-
ment based on four sets of
maps showing the land go-
ing to Landcorp,
Forestrycorp, DOC and the
land with disputed owner-
ghip.

It will also seek a meeting
with like-minded groups to
unite the oppusition to the
land transfers.

The chief soil conser-
vator, Mr W. J. Tuckey,
said germs near water
courses had hundreds of
thousands of dollars of
fencing to protect them,
and could pass from public
to corporate ownership.

Coastal sand-dunes —
which the board and the
Department of Lands and
Survey had worked to pro-
tect — were also liable to be
transferred.

And eroding land, includ-
ing Mid Dome, would be
allocated to Landcorp in-
stead of protected by DOC.

Mr Tuckey said the board
had to go through all the

maps showing Southland
land which could be trans-
ferred to the commerclally-
orientated corporations,
and make submissions to
protect them.

Mr D. 1. J. Cairns said
portions of the maps were
“sg obviously wrong that
it's not going to be as diffi-
cult to correct as you
think.”
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Groups urge
riverbed
clarification

THE PUBLIC Lands Coalition has asked the Government to
clarify urgently the status of riverbeds allocated to the Land

Corporation,

Coalition researcher Bruce Mason
has found thousands of hectares of riv-
erbeds have been allocated to the cor-
poration.

The land, covered by special grazing
leases or recreational permits for ac-
tivities like white-water rafting, is most-
ly in small parcels but the total for
Otago alone is 1500 hectares, Mr Mason
says.

yThe coalition accepts that some of
the allocations have been accidental be-
cause of a combination of pressure of
time and a manual land records system.

It wants the Government to reserve
river and lake beds from possible future
sale, even if it means amending the Con-
servation and State Owned Enterprises
Acts.

Acclimatisation Societies executive
director Bryce Johnson said corpor.
ations could sell land and even If riv-
erbanks stayed publicly-owned access to
river beds could be restricted.

“It does not just affect the organised
recreation groups — the wider public is
not represented by any pressure groups
and plenty of people use riverbeds for
picnicking and swimming,” he said yest-
erday.

Areas allocated for transfer include
the Rangitikei rivermouth and 2 kilo-

By MURRAY WILLIAMS

metres of riverbed behind it, 70 hec-
tares of the Pohangina near Ashhurst,
parts of the Mohaka and upper Ahuriri
in Hawke's Bay, 111 hectares of the
Wairau and about 100 hectares of the
Clarence in Marlborough, 800 hectares
of the Grey on the West Coast and 600
hectares of the lower Waitaki.

Last week the Coalition of Ac-
climatisation Societies, the Federated
Mountain Clubs and the Forest and Bird
Protection Society made public claims
that large areas of crown land in¢ludin
the riverbeds not in national and fores
parks or otherwise reserved were to be
transferred.

They said much of the land had high
congervation and recreation values and
its transfer would be contrary to gov-
ernment undertakings that only areas
mainly used for farming or forestry
would go to corporations.

Deputy Prime Minister Geoffrey
Palmer, who chairs the ministerial com-
mittee on state-owned enterprises, said
disputed allocations would be in-
vestigated and a report would be sent to
him by May 22 when he would convene
a meeting of ministers.



inal
Not

Maps
Yet

ompleted

Wellington Staif

Finat maps showing
the transfer of crown
fands to new state corpo-
rations are still not all
ready, little more than a
week before submisslions
on the transfer are due
with the Government.

About five milllon hec-
tares of crown land is due to
be handed over to the new
Land and Forestry Cotpora-
tions.

Cabinet ministers are due
to meet to complete the
allocation of land on May
27, and have asked inter-
ested gropps for submis
sions on the lransfer by
Friday next week, May 22.

But by yesterday, the
head office of the new De-
partment of Survey and
Land Information. which is
drawing up ihe maps. had

still not received final maps !

from either the Auckland
or Westland land districts.

Uneconomic

Meanwhile, environman-
tal groups which have
studied the maps for the
other 10 land districts have
found what they believe are
mistaken gllocations of land
totalling as much as |
million hectares.

Mr Bruce Mason, a
researcher for the Public
t.ands Coalition based with
the Royal Forest and Bird
Protection Society, said
marny of the areas assigned
to Landcorp were in
remote, isolated places
which could not possibly be
economic for farming,

“One part of the Wha-
nganui National Park has
been added by error to
Landcorp,” he sald.

Unaware

“Rather than threugh de-
liberate conspiracy, | think
it has happened because of
the rush with which the
atlocations have taken
place.

“There has not been time
for officials to properly
check these plans, and a lot
of the officials in the Con-
servation Department are
probably not aware of what
has actually been allo-

cated.” |

Mr Mason sald there
were “literally hundreds ol
misallocations,” and {he
Conservation Department
had inevitably had to con-
centrate onty on the more .
important ones. Yet once !
land was allocated to the
new corporations, they
would have the power lo
selt any land they did not l
want for a profit.

Mr Mason said the coai.|
tion had had to pay morel

than §4000 to buy copies of
all (he maps showving the
land allocations,

However, the acling chief
draughtsman in the Auck-
land Jand district of Survey
and Land Information. Mr
Peter Kerrigan. said in-
terim maps of the iand
transfers in Auckiand had
been available for some
weeks.

HHe conceded thal the de-
pariment wus onrly half-wuy
through drawing up more
than 110 final maps of the
allocations, which were un-
likely to be finished until
late next week.

A spokesman for Mr
Palmer said the May 22
deadiine for submissions on
the trunsfers was not final.



'THE DOMINION

TUESDAY MAY 19, 1987

Land deals
too hasty

N the Govetnment’s transferrsl of crown
land to the pew state corporations, the per-
formance of Deputy Prime Minister Geoffrey
Palmer bas fallen well short of his own, oft-
proclaimed, high standards of open government.
Maori grievances related to the Jand transfers
are now before the Court of Appeal, But tens of
thousands of hectares of crown land not involved
in the Maori Council’s case are also being trans-
ferred to the corporations under less than satis-
f{actory conditions.

About 50 per cent of New Zealand is crown
owned, and nearly 18 per cent of that is to be
transferred to the corporations. Most of it is
commercial forest and farm land, byt a good
proportion is predominantly controlled by the
Crown because of its recreational, eavironmen-
tal or water and soil conservation values. This
land will be Included among the assets the cor-
porations are tequired to make a profit on.

The decisions over which land would be trans-
ferred to the corporations were initially nego-
tiated in secrecy and haste to meet a May 1
deadline. On April 16, Mr Palmer belatedly an-
nounced that details of the land to be transferred
would be made public. A public lands coalition
of the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Soclety,
the Federated Mountain Clubs and the ac-
climatisation societies spent hours studying the
maps. They highlighted major problems. In re-
sponse, Mr Palmer extended the deadline for
completing negotiations to May 22.

It is clear the wider interests of the public
bave not been accounted for. The public lands
coalition has exposed obvious drafting errors.
Areas of naticnal parks are to go to Landcorp
and the Forestry Corporation and riverbeds,
banks and coastal shorelines are included
against the provisions of the state-owned en-
terprises and conservation legislation. Huge
areas of eroded bigh country are to be trans-
ferred, contrary to policy implemented by La-
bour in 1985 to destock and protect such land
under full government control. Native forests,
wetlands, tussock grasslands, estuaries, and
seacoast are to be included in the corporation’s
commercial assets.

Perhaps some errors are understandable. But
the Government has bungled through hasty ac-
tion and lack of accountability. It has only one
chance at the exercise so it is Important to get it
right. What, then, is to be done about this appall-
ing mess?

First, the May 22 deadline for finalising
transfers should be set aside. A moratorium
must be placed over all transfers of land till
they bave been thoroughly scrutinised. Second,
land under dispute should not be transferred to
any corporation till an official body has heard
the points at issue and made a recommendation
under set guidelines.

It was originally intended that a crown estates
commission would oversee the land transfers
but the Government dismissed the commission
before it began. The commission should be re-
constituted and set to work.

Thousands of hectares of land of little com-
mercial value but vital for environmental, water
and soil conservation, recreation and tourism
purposes are at stake. The wider public interest
is seriously at risk unless the Government recog-
nises the importance of putting matters to right.
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Commission
takes over
land issue

THE parliamentary com-
missioper for the environment,
Helen Hu , has offered to hel
resolve argument over al-
location of erown laod to the land
and Ioreotrz'l corporations.

A coalition of conservation
and recreation organisations hes
baen campaigning for grester

ublic involvement in the alloca-

ion process.

And last ni?ht Deputy Prime
Minister Geof Palmer said
he had accepted the offer.

The Public Lands Coalition —
the Acclimatisation Societies
Federated Mountatn Clubs and
Forest and Bird Protection 8ocie-
ty — says e areas of land
bave been misallocated.

8chedules and maps of land to
be transferred were made public
oa April 18.

On May 5 the coalition said
that despite earlier assurances
that only public land primarily
used for forestry or {farming
would go to the corporations,
large sreas from coastal to
mountajn lands with high con-
servation and recreation vaiues
have been scheduled for tranafer.

Muct of the land was covered
by special short-term leases or
recreation permits.

Mrs Hughes gaid last night her
inquiries showed all parties ac-
cepted there had been drafting
errors, In many cases resulting in
misallocation ol land.

She said concerns expressed
to her office by various people
and organisations focussed on
land aliocation and exclusion of
the public from the process.

The speed with which it was
being carried out and the lack of

public knowledge of the criteria
used were other worries.

“Clearly there must be time
to correct all demoastrable er-
rors. Glven the goodwill of the
parties this process ghould be
fble to be completed without de-
ay.”

However, where allocations
had been contested there might
not be a ready solytion, 8
Hughes said.

y solution, wbich should be
reached as soon as possible and
not to the detriment of the en-
vironment, should address five
issues, she gaid. They were
O The time to correct drafting
errors and review eontested al-
locations. The wish of the govern-
ment and corporations to com-

lete asset transfers sghould not
ead to the bmposition of un-
reasonable time constraints.
O Public identification and
notification of credible and more
procise atlocation criteria. Broad
categories previously established
by the Government appeared in-
adequate to deal witg contested
areas.
O The need for a public eval-
uation process or procedure.
(O Technical help for the govern-
ment to establish more precise
criteria and to apply {them to spe-
cific cases.
O The need for contested areas
to be held by the residual Lands
Department in the meantime.

Palmer said last night: I

fully agree with Mrs Hughes that
this {ssue is one of considerable
environmental significance. It is
therefore a matter which is con-
templated by the Environment
Act as being appropriate for her
to review.”



The transfer of Crown land

Sir, — Your editorial of May
19 on the transfer of Crown
land fails to explain that the
licy of what is to be trans-
erred i3 clear and was an-
nounced well over a year ago.
The policy is that land for
roduction forestry should go
0 Forestry Corporation, land
used principally for com-
mercial farming should go to
Land Corporation and land
with significant conservation
or recreation values should go
to the new Department of
Conservation — which, of
course, means that the land
remains Crown land.
The only issue is on the ap-
Klication of that policy. I have
eard no argument against the
policr itself. When the process
of allocation had been settled
in a preliminary way I an-
nounced the proposéd alloca-
tion and pointed out where the
schedules and maps could be
ingpected all over New
Zealand. Contrary to what you
say there was no May 1 dead-
line imposed and indeed no
deadline has been imposed {et
for the date of transfer. The
statement I issued on April 15
said: “There have been sug-
fatlons that some parcels of
and have been placed in the
wrong category by the off-
icials who compliled these
schedules. If that is so those
particular cases will be looked
at by miunisters before the
agreements for sale and
Enrchase are drawn up,” That
hardly an exercise in secre-
cy

For the vast bulk of the
land there are no problems. In
less than 5 per cent of cases
do any problems arise. Those
problems will be carefully ex-
amined. Jf there are particu-
lar pieces of land that require
long and detailed study they
will remain in the hands of the
Department of Lands until
that is complete.

Certainly I will not adhere
to any deadline which may
cause the matters not to be
gone into thoroughly. That has
aiready been made clear pub-
licly. Mr Woollaston said so in
an interview, the transcript of
which was supplied to you.
But it is important for the
groups interested in the proc-
ess to get their views in.

I do vot share your faith in

uanges. I do not see why the

vernment should have a
quango look into the questions
of allocation when in the end
it will have to be ministers
who make the decisions.

GEOFFREY PALMER
Deputy Prime Minister
There was a May 1 deadline.
and it was extended till May
22. If it was a flexible dead-
line, and we are glad to hear

from Mr Palmer that it is,
then the Public Lands Coali-
tion was certainly not in-
formed of that. The coali-
tion, made up of the Royasl!
Forest and Bird Protection
Society, the Acclimatisation
socioties, and the Federated
Mountain Clubs, was the pri-
mary objecting group. It is all
very well to say the maps
were available, but they did
not become avallable till
April 18; they trickled out
from that date, and st least
one set of maps, for the en-
tire ares north of Auckland,
had not been made available
to meet the May 22 deadiine
which the coalition was told
was firm.

Inspecting those maps to
identify which land has been
misaliocated is a huge task
which has cost the coalition
many thousands of doliars
snd 8 great deal of time. It is
» job which should properly
have been done by the Gov-
ernment before this began.
Mr Palmer says thet less
than five per cent of the land
is dinvoived but the fact is
that many thousands of hec-
tares may have been mis-
allocated. If this land is not
picked up in time the public's
chance to preserve some
very important areas will be
gone.

Editor

Dominion 25 May 1987



Mr Palmer Praises
Land Coalition

(PA)

WELLINGTON

The Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Palmer, has praised the
Public Land Coalitions contribution to resolving argt?ments over
conservation and corporation land allocations.

Mr Palmer, who chairs
the Cabinet committee on
State-owned enterprises,
was yesterday given a copy
of the coalition's Crown
Land Catalogue which, it
says, lists 3000
misallocations of public
Jand with high conser-

vation and recreation
values to the Land and
Forestry Corporations.
The submissions were so
detatled they would be at-
tached to the official sum-
mary of the areas in ques-
ton to be made public
today, Mr Palmer said.

Souhtland Times 16 June 1987

"I am told this is the most
comprehensive, thorough
and best researched sub-
mission of all,” he said.

Representatives of the
Forest and Bird Society,
Federated Mountain Clube,
acclimatization societies
and the Native Forest Ac-
tion Council have beén
working since mid-April to
identify areas of land,
totalling about 800,000ha,
which they say had been
incorrectly earmarked for
the corporations.

Their presentation to Mr
Palmer marks the end of
stage one — the identifl-
cation of the areas. Stage
two — rectification — will
be the work of a technical
advisory group on which
the coalition is seeking rep-
resentation.

On May 28, the Govern-
ment agreed to the two-
gtage process giving depart-
mental and corporation of-
ficials until today to sort
out drafting errors or de-
cisions contrary to Govern-
ment policy and until De-
cember 15 to resolve con-
test allocations of land with
conservation and rec-
reation value, as well some
productive use of potential.

Mr Palmer said yesterday
the timetable would be flex-
ible.

“I am not going to allow it
to be hurried for the sake of
hurrying. It will take as
long as it takes to do prop-
orly.”

Most would be finished
by December and a lot
would be cleared in about
two months but he said he
had learned to be cautious
in anticipating dates.

While mistakes would be
righted relatively quickly,
there were a number of
contested allocations which
would take longer to re-
solve, Mr Palmer said.

In the meantime, the land
in question would remain
in Crown ownership with
the Department of Land.

Careful and well-
reasoned submissions had
helped presuade the com-
mittee that more time and
work would be required on
the allocation issue, he
said.

The coalition had done a
tremendous amount of
work and had provided the
Government with cheap ad-
vise.

“] know how fearsomely
complex this stuffisand it's
not surprising mistakes
were made.”
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Land fiasco
averted

HE Government has been forced to recog-

nise the sad state of the proposed land
carve-up that accompanied corporatisation. In-
adequate procedures meant that vast areas of
land with water and soil, environmental and rec-
reational value were scheduled for transfer to
the corporations. Thanks almost entirely to a
public lands coalition of the Royal Forest and
Bird Protectic= Society, the Federated Mountain
Clubs and the acclimatisation societies, that er-
ror has been averted. Now the Government has
quite rightly decided to keep disputed alloca-
tiops of land under Crown ownership till the
issues have been resolved.

A technical advisory group of officials and
representatives from the coalition, the Maori
community and Federated Farmers has drawn
up criteria for solving disputed allocations. Off-
icials have also compared scheduled allocations
with Government policy. They discovered areas
of pastoral leasehold land, over which recrea-
tional permits were held, were scheduled for
transfer, contrary to the State Owned Enterpises
Act. Now that land will remain under Crown
ownership. Likewise, large river beds and a
number of other areas will remain with the
Crownm,

The chairman of the Cabinet commitiee on
state owned enterprises, Geoffrey Palmer, has
been generous In his praise of the coalition in
presenting “the most comprehensive, thorough
and best-researched submission of all”. So he
should be. The coalition checked every sched-
uled land transfer against topographical maps
and presented it to the Government. This should
have been done by the new Department of Con-
servation, which failed in its task.

The coalition spent about $15,000 on maps,
technical equipment, extra research staff, trav-
elling and printing costs. In addition, six to seven
seople worked well into the night, seven days a
week for six weeks to complete the task. Mr
Palmer should demonstrate the sincerity of his
praize and ensure the Government reimburses
the coalition in full for its time and expenditure.

The coalition has done the job which the Gov-
ernment should have ensured was properly v m-
pleted by the Department of Conservation. It has
saved the Government the embarrassment of
tke inevitable results of its own inadequate ef-
forts.

It kas a'so saved taxpayers vast amounts cf
morey. Bad the scheduled land transfers gone
through, taxpayers would have had to pay mil-
lions of dollars to buy land back from the cor-
porations. These efforts should be recognised-

The coalition identified 3000 misallocations of
land totalling about 600,000 bectares. Much of
this land is still under dispute. Officials from the
technical advisory group met yesterday for the
first time to oversee the resolution of disputed
allocations. But the three public representatives
from the coalition, the Maori Community and
Federated Farmers have been shut out of the
meetings.

Why? Are we to see a continuation of the deals
behind closed doors that led to the shambles in
the first place? This must not bappen. The off-
icials have not demonstrated any snccess in ac-
knowledging the wider interests of the public in
this issue 80 far. If the Government wants to
extract any credibility from this affair it must
ensure the three representatives are put back on
the committee immediately.



Distribution of public land

Sir, — Your editorial of June
17 correctly quotes my praise
for the efforts of the public
lands coalition in preparing
their very thorough and com-
prehensive submission on land
allocations. They did so in re-
sponse to my invitation in
April this year.

You are also correct in not-
ing that a technical advisory
group of officials and
sentatives from public in-
terest groups — the coalition,
the Maori community and
Federated Farmers have dev-

eloped criteria to be applied-

to the allocation of land in dis-
pute. The Government has
now approved those criteria
and they will be made avail-
able puglicly at regional ofi-
ices of the Ministry for the
Environment and Department
of Survey and Land Informa-
tion. Also available at those
offices for public inspection
will be a schedule of land al-
locations in dispute and a
summary of public sub-
missions.

However, you are incorrect
in claiming that officials of
the technical advisory group
met on June 16 but public in-
terest group representatives
were excluded. I made clear
in my press statement of May
28 that the technical advisory
group was to report to the
ministerial subcominittee on
land allocation by June 15
with recommended criteria.
This it has done.

We are now into the next
phase of the exercise which is
application of those criteria to
the aress in dispute. My
statement of May 28 made it
clear that this was to be done
by the Department of Con-
servation and the state-owned
enterprises under the chair-
manship of the Ministry for
the Environment. At no time
was it envisaged or suggested
that the criteria developed by
the technical advisory group
would be applied in any other
way.

I have already written to
the public interest groups in-
volved and invited their future
particigation by, first, input
through agencies represented
on the interagency task group;
second, an opportunity to pro-
vide independent advice to
ministers on the recom-
mendations of the task group
and before decisions are
made; and third, cipation
through the technical advisory
group to design the process
that will be followed to re-
solve those allocations which
cannot be determined in the
present study.

The Government welcomes
the positive contribution of
public interest groups in this
process.

GEOFFREY PALMER
Jeputy Prime Minister

Dominion x June 1987

O The Dominion’s claim, dis-
puted by Mr Psimer, Is correct.
The meeling was hold st 1pm
that day and it was substantial-
ly the same membarship as the
technical sdvisory group, mi-
nus the three public interest
members. The letter Mr Paimer
refors 10 was not sent out to the
representatives until after that
meeting. The effect is that the
very people who icontified the
problem and helped develop
the criteria to solve it have been
excluded trom the negotiating
table while those who were re-
sponsible for the mess in the
first place have been trusted
with resolving it. That this was
intended, as Mr Paimer says,
merely compouncs the prob-
tem. What we are now left with
is sn extraordinerily complex
and cumbersome procedure of
the variety thst i.r Palmer has
s0 often railed eqguinst. WWhy not
adopt the more simple ep-
proach of includizg those who
have the detziled knowledge at
a2t phases of the process? —
Editcr.

Aliccating
state lards

Sir, — Your June 17 editorial
on the important issue of pub-
lic lands allocsted was well
argued and | welcome the
prominence you have given to
the public lands coalition. It
does, however, leave the im-
pression that the Department
of Conservation has been inac-
tive. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

I can think of no issue
which has been more con-
sistently pursued by the de-
partment since its inception,
Indeed, although the depart-
ment was only formally in-
augurated on April 1, the
small establishment unit
worked with members of the
public lands coalition last year
(before the coalition was for-
mally set up). The environ-
mental and recreation groups
were 2 natural ally for the de-
partment in identifying and
arguing the conservation val-
ues which were at stake. Dr
McSweency was retained by
Us as a consultant for this very
purpose in July 1986.

At a time when the depart-
ment and the individuals

within it were dealing with the
immediate pressures of
restructuring, the land alloca-
tion issue has at no stage been
given other than top priority.
Many of m{ colleagues have,
like the coalition, put in an ex-
traordinary amount of time to
complete proper identi-
fication of the conservation in-
terests of all public groups
(and these interests go wider
than those of the coalition, for
example in the area of Maori
or historic values).

The record will also show
that our approach has been
based on a clear and consis-
tent ethic about the im-
portance of land. It is not just
a commodity, it defines each
person's ielationship to the
nation's heritage and enriches
our sense of identity. The
commonality between con-
servation values and Maori
values is here apparent. I have
regarded it as essential for the
department to demonstrate
this philosophical commit-
ment from the outset. 1 there-
fore made sure that the task
was given as many resources
as we could spare.

In the most recent phase,
our constructive partnership
with the coalition has been
maintained. Their input was
essential for the identification
of values over a wide range of
public lands. As in the past,
the department will share the
costs incurred by them in
making this key contribution.
The main theme of your edi-
torial, therefore, is one I can
readily endorse.

KEN PIDDINGTON
Director-General of Conserva-
tion

Crown land
allotment

Sir, — Your editorial of June
17 entitled Land Fiasco Av-
erted stated representatives
of public interest groups have
been shut out of a technical
advisory group which is mak-
ing recommendations on
crown land allocations. There
is also a claim that deals are
continuing to be made behind
closed doors. [ would like to
reassure you and your rcaders

that T bave the responsibility
to ensure that land d=als
detrimental to the environ-
ment are not being made be-
hind closed doors.

The position of Parlia-

men Commissioner for
the mvmt has been es-

public wajchdog
mental mattérs. It was my
office that recommended
criteria be used to
resolve land alloca-
tions and my office that has
been involved in identif
eriteria and in moni
these criteria are alpp

1 am extremely pleased
that agreement was reached
by a representative commit-
tee on criteria and on a proc-
ess for determining land al-
locations. The pext step of ap-
plying the criteria to the dis-
puted land areas can best be
done by a small group of off-
icials. My office is repre-
sented by Dr Bruce Miller. He
is there to monitor that the
criteria are rigorously ap-
plied. There must be an objec-
tive way of making recom-
mendations. No agency should
feel they have failed their
public interest groups if
criteria indicate land should
be allocated in a different
way.

I understand public interest
groups will have another op-
portunity to view recommen-
dations. The process is an
open ope and I trust all groups
will also apply the criteria
rigorously when they com-
ment on recommendations.

I bope this helps to clarify
the process being followed
and to reassure you that I will
continue to independently
monitor its credibility.

HELEN R. HUGHES
Parliamentary Commissioner
for the Environment
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Tidying up land
misallocations

Parliamentary Reporter

. WELLINGTON. — A group of officials is wading its way through
mistakes made in the allocation of Crown land to the new Lands
Corporation, months after the transfer was first attempted.

A technical advisory
froup has been given the
ob of declding which lands
should go to Landcorp and
which to the Department of
Conservation.

It is expected to report to
the Deputy Prime Minister,
the Rt Hon G. W. R.
Palmer, next June or July,
over a year after the lands
were supposed to be
allocated.

Misallocations have been
claimed in about 3,000 sep-
arate cases, covering about
600,000 hectares of land.

The Public Lands Coali-
tion, made up of various
environmental groups, has
produced a comprehensive
Crown Jand catalogue
detailing the mistakes.

It lists all the natural
lands, water and areas of
recreational importance
which, in the coalition’s
opinion, should be kept in

rown ownership or pro-
tected permanently.

MAJOR TASK

The coalition said that
dividing up the public
estate of New Zealand
which had beean built up
over more than a century
was a major task.

“Ninety percent of the
task has been completed
successtully and this
final 10 percent can be ac.
ceptably resolved, the end
result should be successful
corporations owning com-
mercial farming, produc-
tion forest and urban land
while the Department of
Conservation administers

our important natural and
recreational lands,” the
preamble to the catalogue
sald.

Mr Palmer, who s
chairman of the ministerial
sub-committee that will
declde the final allocations
of land, inviled public
submissions on the land
allocations on April 12 this
year.

Once the lands are
allocated to the corpora.
tions they can be sold, and
would therefore be out of
public control.

“Preliminary work in
just three of New Zealand's
12 land districts found that
thousands of hectares of
native protection forest,
severely eroded mountain
land, wetland, estuaries
and riverbeds were includ.
ed in lands scheduied for
transfer to the corpora-
tions," the catalogue said.

“The initial problem we
encountered was  that
despite Mr Palmer's April
12 announcement, few of
the allocation maps were
publicly available.

‘UNREALISTIC’

“In fact, maps were to
trickle out of regional
offices of the Department
of Survey and Land Infor-
mation over the next six
weeks with the last maps of
Northland not being avail-
able until May 26. Conse-
quently the deadlines for
public comment (June 12)
set by the Government
were shown to be com.
pletely unrealistic.”

Mr Palmer said officials
had reported to him on
drafting errors and in-
stances of misallocations.
Amendments would be
made to maps and sched-
ules to fix them, and the
changes would be notified
publicly.

“The exercise has con-
firmed that most of the
remaining problems relate
to land which has signifi-
cant conservation or rec-
reatlon values in addition
to some productive use or
potential,” he said.

Resolution of disputed
areas would be done using
the criteria deyeloped by
the Technical Advisory
Group.

He said that when the
criteria was applied in a
rigorous and consistent
way solutions might be
found for many of the
current problems.

Mr Palmer, who s
chairman of the ministerial
sub-committee that will
decide the final allocations
of land, invited public
submissions on the land
allocations on April 12 this
year.

1f disputes could not be
solved by the current pro-
cess the technical advisory
group would recommend &
solution to the Government
by December this year.

Land still in dispute
would be administered by
the residual Department of
Lands under management
agreement with the DOC
and the relevant state-
owned enterprises.



Two reports related
to the allocation of lands
to Landcorp, Forestry
Corporation and the
Depariment of Conser-
vation, have Dbeer
relessed by the Deputy
Prime Minister, the Rt
Hon G. W. R. Palmer.

They are the Technical
Advisory Group's report on
criteria for the allocation of
lands outstanding after
government restructuring
and a report on public
submissions received on
tbeland allocations.

Interested groups and
individuals can see the
reports through regional
offices of the Department

of Survey and Laod Infor-
mation and the Ministry for
the Environment.

Ministry for the En.
vironmept {nvestigating of-
ficer for the southern
regions, Mr D. Brash, said
it was a chance for the
public to see what submis-
sions have been made and
whether anything had been
left out of the summary of
submission compiled by the
Ministry for the Enwviron.
ment.

Mr Palmer initiated the
Technical Advisory Group
to produce the report three
weeks ago. The develop-
meot of guidelines for the
allocation of lands in the
report has led to substan.
tial progress in tompleting
the laad allocations, Mr
Palmer said.

DECISION

He is chairman of the
Cabinet Co-ordinating
Committee on State-Owned
Eunterprises and chairman
of the Ministerial sub-
committee that will decide
;m ;he final allocations of
and.

“Officials trom DOC, the
corporations and the
Department of Land and
Survey Information have
reported to me on drafting
errors and Instances of
misallocations. Amend-
ments will cow be made to

maps and scbedules 1o
remedy these, and the
chaoges will be publically
notified,” Mr Palmersaid.

Most remaining pro-
blems relate to land with
significant conservation or
recreation values in addi.
tion 10 some productive use
or potential, be said.

gver 200 submissions
were received by the gov.
ernmepnt op the land alloca.
tions issue. with a com-
prehensive document from
the Public Lands Coalition.
The public's concerns were
recognised by the report on
the submissions, he said.

LOOKED INTO

Concerns raised by the
public would be fully ad-
dressed in the pext stage of
the allocation process, Mr
Palmer said.

Criteria developed by the
Technjcal Advisory Group,
convened by the Ministry
for the Environment, would
be used to resolve land
allocations in dispute.

Mr Palmer said
membership of the group
represented a wide range
of interests and the critena
itself is comprebensive.

*“They cover factors such
as tenure and curreot use,
cultural and community
concerns, environmenta)
aspects, recreational and
access values, commercial

aod economic factors, and
management issues.”

The criteria would be
applled by a Ministerial
sub-committee of DOC,
Landcorp and Forestry
Corporation. under the
chairmanship of the
Ministry for the Environ.
ment (o all uted areas,
Mr Palmer sai

There would also be pro-
vision for involve.
ment by the public, he said.

OUTCOME

The oulcome of the Min-
isterial sub-committee
would be reported at the
eod of June.

Disputes which could not
reasonably be resolved in
the curreat process would
be detailed by the Ministry
for the Epvironment and
vith the Technical Adviso-
ry Group, a process for
resolving their allocation
would be recommended by
December 13, 1887.

Land still in dispute
would be administe: by
tbe Residual Department
of Lands.

Areas in Otago and
Southjand most commonly
held in dispute by the
publie submissions (other
than those of the Publie
Lands  Coalition)  were
identified in the Mimistry
for the Enviroument's
report 2s:

Otago Daily Times 22 June 1987

Submissions on land allocation
can be inspected by public

East Otago Uplands
(particularly the Nardoo
catechment) for protection
of tussock  grassiand
tshould goto DOC).

Ohau State Forest par-
ticularly river flats and
forests in the Maitland/
South Temple valley/ (to
DOC).

Seaclitf Forest remnants
in North Otago has impor-
tant remaining coastal
forest (10 DOC).

Aburiri valley as an
ecologically imporiant
river valley (to DOC).

Western lowland forest
(beech  forest  within

ood, Dean, Rowallen
State Forests) as remain.
ing areas of Jowland beech
(10 DOC).

Mataura, Waikiia apd
Ureti riverbeds as land
within or adjacent to rivers
with recreational and
ecological values (to DOC).

Kepler Mire wetland, as
an ecologically important
area (to ), West Dome
State Forest Ecological
Area as an ccologié:ally
im t area (20 DOC).

yre Creek and Cainard
Farm Settlement, erosion
prone and ecologically im-

al
00 of
. sensitive
high eountry (to DOC).

Parcels of rural
unalienated Crown land as
ecologically sensitive land
that should be under Crown

ownership.

Areas providing ade-
guate representative
ecological reserves;
pockets of lakeshore and
riverside land with recre.
ational and ecclogical im.
portance (to DOC).

PROTECTION

A summary of the re
ob the publie's sub
£ the nead for grestes

e need for greater pro-
tection of the cgol:sernﬂon
and recreation values of
specific areas. Public ac-
cess was of particular con-
cern. Most submissions
sought retention of such
areas in Crown.ownership.

Mapy groups and indi.
viduals were concerned
that the original allocations
had been too hasty, with in-
sufficient public [nvolve.
ment.

The summary said future
allocation should include
clear public notification of
decisions about allocation
and opportunities for public
submission; Pprovision for
relevant values to be taken
into acceunt; adequate
levels of accessibility to
relevaot informatien and
adequate time for inmphx
issues tobe reso



(PA) WELLINGTON

Most disputes over land
allocation to the Depart-
ment of Comnservation
and state-owned enter-
prises were almost re-
solved, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Palmer, an-
nounced yesterday.

“Good progress has been
made,” he said in a state-
ment. “Relatively few areas
are likely to remain in
question after the current
review,”

Mr Palmer this year in-
itiated a review of Crown

land aliocated to the De-
partment of Conservation
and the SOEs.

The review was based on
criteria developed by a
technical advisory group
convened by Ministry of the
Environment. The group
inctuded representatives
from the Public Lands Co-
alition, Federated Farmers
and Maori interests, as weil
as officials.

Early last month offictals
completed their review and
passed their draft rec-
omimendations to public

Southland Times 22 October 1987

Land Disputes Almost
Resolved: Palmer

interest groups for com-
ment,

“The response from pub-
lic interest groups has been
timely and helpful,” Mr
Palmer said. “More than 80
per cent of disputed allo-
cations have been resolved.

“Queries remain on some
100,050ha, much of which is
land with multiple conser-
vation. and production
values where officials have
recommended interim allo-
cation tc Department of
Lands.

“More detailed investi-

gations and consultation
can then take place.”

Mr Palmer had asked of-
ficials to examine the com-
ments from public interest
representatives, and to
identify any new infor-
mating or possible
inconsistencies in appli-
cation of allocation criteria.

“Questions raised about
public access to and across
corporation lands will also
be reviewed. This is an
issue which is still of some
concern to outdoor rec-
reation groups,” he said.



WELLINGTON (PA).

Otago Daily Times 22 December 1987

Pleasing progress
on land disputes

— Fewer than 50 cases remain of 2,200

disputed allocations of Crown land to new State-owned corporations, the
Minister assisting the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Woollaston, said

yesterday.

Mr Woollaston chaired
an ad hoc ministerial
committee which supervis.
ed the allacation process.

“The criteria established
by the Technical Advisory
Group . . . resulted in fewer
cases than anticipated
being left in the too hard

basket,” he sald in a
statement.
Of more than 2,200

disputed allocations cover-
iog about 150,000 hectares,
less than 50 were being held

by the Department of
Lands.

The allocation of Canter-
bury river heds also still
had to be resolved and West
Coast allocations were not
included in the process.

Further submissions
from the public would help
make the final allocations,
Mr Woollaston said.

CRITERIA

The criterla used to
“sieve’ allocations includ.
ed questions of predomi.

pant use, cultural values,
environmental and land-

scape Issues and commer-
cia and management
issues.

Schedules of revised land
allocations would be avail
able from the Department
of Survey and Land lafor.
mation and Department of
Conservation from January
§, 1988. Copies had also
been sent to all united
councils and catchment
boards.

Public Lands Coalition
spokesman, Dr G. Mec.
Sweeney, of the Royal
Forest and Bird Protection
Society, said the progress
announced by Government
Kesterday was a tribute to

ard work by the public in
submisslons. It was also a
responsive and co-
operative approach by gov.
ernment corporations and
Department of Conserva.
tion officials.

“We would like to con.
gratulate both Mr Palmer
and Mr Woollaston on the
way In which public con-
cerns about the Crown land
carve-up have been listen.
ed to and patiently ad-
dressed,”” Dr McSweeney
said yesterday in a state.
ment.

Lands allocated to the
Department of Conserva.
tion include native forests,
shrubland and tussock in
the Canterbury,
Marlborough, Nelson and
Wanganui foothills, Golden
Bay shrublands, Ahuriri
estuary in Napier, lowland
forest at Rotoehu in the
Bay of Plenty, dunelands
oo Muriwal beach and
South Kaipara Head, north
of Auckland.

Areas to be held in the in.
terim by the Department of
Lands include the Western
Southland beech forests,
Crown-owned high countr

Eyre-Cainard,

Southland and Glazebrook
Marlborough Canterbury
river.beds, shrublands at
Aotubia-Poarangi in
Taranaki, wetlands on
Okiwi Station on Great
Barrier Island and kauri
forest at Punuruku in the
Bay of Islands.

A review of these lands
early next year . . . will
provide further chance to
make sure these important
natural areas are not lost
from the public estate
through sale to the corpora-
tlorés. Dr McSweeney
sai
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Public Notice

Dept of
LANDS
and
SURVEY

INVERCARGILL
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS

UNALLOCATED LANDS

Public submissions are invited on the allocation to the
Department of Conservation and State Owned Enterprises
of previously unallocated Crown lands and former State
forest land.

Scheduies detailing the unallocated land within each land
distriet are available for perusal through the District
Manager of the department located in Department of
Survey and Land I[nformation.

For the Southland Land District please apply to: The
District Manager, Department of Lands, 5th Floor,
Menzies Building, Esk Street, Invercargill. Postal address,
PO Box 826, Invercargill.

These schedules incorporate the provisional recommen-
dations of the local representatives of Department of
Conservation, Land Corporation Limited and New Zea-
land Forestry Corporation Limited.

A standard submission sheet is held by the District
Manager.

Submissions close with the undersigned on April 1, 1988.
[. D. Campbel]

Acting Director-General of Lands

PO Box 12162

Thorndon
WELLINGTON 2477
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Corporations under fire
from conservation group

WELLINGTON (PA). — A conservation group has accused four
State-owned corporations of trying to force the Government to finalise
asset transfers at a conservation cost, including loss of publicly owned

hydro-electric lakes.

The Public Lands Coali-
tion, a conservation and
recreation grouping of the
acclimatisation societies,
Federated Mountain Clubs,
Forest and Bird Protection
Society and the Native
Forests Action Council,
claimed if the corporations
are successful there will be
major effects on wildlife,
the landscape and the
rights of the public to use
the outdoors.

Spokesman, Mr G. Mc-
Sweeney said one example
of the coalition’s concerns
is Electricorp, which has
revealed it wants to own
many publicly-owned lakes
and river beds, particularly
in the Waitaki Valley and
Mackenzie Basin.

If that happens, the cor-
poration will own much of
the rare black stilt's
breeding habitat and con-
trol access to some of the
best fishing and watersport
areas in New Zealand, he
said.

“We have no objection to
them owning dams and
other related power gener-
ation structures. However,
it is a fundamental princi-
ple in New Zealand that
most lakes and rivers are
public assets which should
stay in Crown control.”

Dr McSweeney said the
Government wants the
transfer of assets finalised
by the end of the month to

balance its books.
The Minister for the En-
vironment, Mr Palmer,

and Associate Minister, Mr
Woollaston, had set up a
public process to review

land allocations to the cor-
porations and identify and
protect conservation and
recreation values before
that deadline.

However, while the
public groups have wel-
comed the process and co-
operated with it, the cor-
porations have not, he said.

The corporations are
being inflexible and their
aim seems to be to stall a
resolution so the Govern.

ment eventually will be
overwhelmed by so many
unresolved issues that has-
ty decisions will be taken to
meet budget deadlines.

“In such a situation
public recreation and con-
servation values will be
certain losers.”

Other examples cited by
the coalition include a con-
tinuing claim by Landcorp
to control thousands of hec-
tares of South Island high
country, as well as ero.
sion-prone kiwi habitat
shrublands in the
Gishorne-Wanganui areas.

Landcorp is also
challenging a Government
requirement to set aside
riverside strips — the
Queen’s chain — on proper-
ties to be transferred toit.

The Forestry Corpora.
tion has generally co-
operated in [and allocation
negotiations, but is continu.
ing its campaign for control
of the Dean, Rowallan and
Longwood beech forests
near Flordland National
Park, despite their recre.
ation and wildlife impor-
tance.

Coalcorp also wants to
own extensive publicly-
owned natural areas of
Buller and north Westland
where it has been granted
mining licences, Dr Mc-
Sweeney said.

This will make it hard to
reserve areas not needed
for mining, and could
severely restrict public ac-
cess to the coal plateau, an
area actively promoted by

West Coast tourist
interests.
Electricorp  corporate

relations manager, Judith
Aitken, said she did not
know where the coalition
had come across its revela-
tion.

The corporation ongy
wants enough land to effi-
ciently operate its existing
plant and easements to
operate hydro lakes.

It would be quite happy
for areas like campin
grounds to be transferre
to the Crown for recre-
ational use.

“We’'re very open and
favourably disposed
towards maximum possible
public use.”

The question of owner.
ship has not been estab-
lished, but there is nothing
new or different about the
access and recreational use
policies, she said.

The only times the public
could be kept out would be
for safety reasons when
river or lake levels were
being raised or if the effi-
cient operation of electrici-
ty generation would be
jeopardised.
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Land allocations announced

WELLINGTON (PA). — Land
allocations between  State-owned
enterprises and the Department of
Conservation (DOC), which were
decided upon by the ministerial com-
mittee on land allocatlon, were an-
nounced yesterday.

The determinations cover Land Corpora-
tion land op the West Coast and complete
allocations for the Coal Corporation, Telecom
and the Airways Corporation, the committee
chairman, MrP. T, E. Woollaston, said.

Some areas within the allocations had had
apecial covenants placed on them for conserva-

on, recreation or historic reasons.

Land allocations for the West Coast region
recognised conservation, recreation and histor-
ical values, as well as the potential for farming
and other commercial opportunities, Mr
Woollaston said.

Some land which needed further evaluation
to determine its relative commercial and con-
servation values has not been allocated to
either agency, but held bX the Department of
Land in the interim, he said.

Riverbeds, Including pasture on uncon-
solldated fand along river margins, would re-
main in Crown ownmershlp and had been
allocated to the DOC,

The future management of State Forest
land in South Westland south of the Cook River
was not included in the schedules released
yesterday.

That would be decided upon when the land
use committee, chaired by the Secretary for
the Environment, Dr R. Blakeley, reported to
the Government.

He noted that much of the land under con-
sideration was subject to claims before the
gait?ingi Tribunal irom the Ngai Tahu Trust

oard.

Coalcorp bas been allocated the 2,200 hee-

tares Stockton coaltield, Mr Woollaston sald.

When mining licences expired the land
covered by them would revert to Crown owner-
ship.

Coalcorp and the DOC would negotlate
detalls of agreements for public access to
Coalcorp land and arrangements for protected
natlonal area sme{s.

The Minister of Energy must consider the
environmental values when issuing mining and

rospecting licences to Coalcorp and when set-
Elng conditions on work practices.

Most land being transferred to the Airways
Corporation has little conservation or public
access value, Mr Woollaston said.

Telecom allocations were similar, with
five covenants placed, mostly on satellite and
radio stations around the country.

Coples of the schedules will be available
from the Department of Survey and Land Io.
formation regional offices from next week.
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SOE Land Claims
Settled

Decisions have been made on most disputed areas of land to
be allocated to State-owned enterprises, chairman of the Minis-
terial Land Allocation Committee, Mr Woollaston, said yesterday.

(PA)

When land was originally allocated to
Landcorp and the Department of Conser-
vation after the passing of the State Owned
Enterprises Act last year, environmental
groups and others disputed some allo-
catlons.

A 51,8ha ridge paddock area of Okiwi
Station on Great Barrier Island would be
administered by the Department of Conser-
vation, Mr Woollaston said.

The area is a habitat for the endangered
brown teal and is of archaeological import-
ance,

At Glazebrook Run in Marlborough, the
balance of disputed land would be allo-
cated to Landcorp, which would work to
implement the Waiotopai Catchment Pro-
tection Scheme.

The high altitude and severely eroded
land subsequently retired would revert to
the Crown,

A 480ha block at Mossburn, containing
the Oreti fishery, would be allocated to the
Conservation Department. A long-term
grazing lease would be negotiated between
the department and Landcorp.

The Eyre Creek and Cainard high
country station land in Eyre Mountains,
Southland, had been split between the
department and Landcorp.

WELLINGTON

In Taranaki, parts of disputed Aotuhia
and Poarangi allocattons unsuitable for
farming would be transferred to the de-
partment.

No sale of land would take place until the
department and Landcorp had reached
agreement on protection, or until the
department had exercised first right of
purchase,

Meanwhile, the Eyre Mountain allo-
cation means nearly 20,000 hectares will be
designated as reserve, the national presi-
dent of the Royal Forest and Bird Protec-
tion Society, Dr Alan Mark, said yesterday.

The area was one the Society’s surveys
had found to be rich in rare mountain
daisies, a giant buttercup and uncommon
Speargrass.

Dr Mark welcomed the news that most of
the remaining disputed Crown allocations
had been resolved.

There remalned only 40,000ha of Crown
land In dispute — 33,000ha of Western
Southland beech forest, the Kaumaumau
wetlands in Northiand, Wharekauri
wetlands in the Chatham Islands and the
Ohuka shrublands in Hawkes Bay.

Dr Mark hoped those matters could be
sorted out with the same co-operation that
achieved yesterday's result.



