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Earlier 'Settlements’
Raise Questions
About Current Claims

[From Neale McMillaa it Welllngton]
For the Bolger Government and the nation generally, two clear issues have emerged over

ast week In Maori/non-Maori relations: the

legitimacy of the Crown's proposals for settling treaty ciaimns.

The question of Maord
sovereignty was ostensibly
the reason for the lawbreak-
ing which caused the aban-
donunent of Waitangi Day
celobrations.

It has some alarming fes-
tures. Ono, is that as a mat-
ter of law and order the
Government appeared to
capitulate to the actions of
dissenters. Two, is that it
may harden attitudes be-
tween Maori and non-Maori
and may divide Maoridam
itself.

It obliges the Goverpunent
1o consider seriously how it
wiil ceal with Maoa iadi-
calism if and when Further
affronts occur,

The socond issus challeng-
es the Government |0 recon-
sider whetlier tho so-called
fiscd envelope ig too nig-
gudly or o generous,

The Government is in &
dilernma. Nut only has it
failed 10 gel support in
Maoridom but it may lack
the necessary numbers in
Parlisment.

It sill wanis 10 forge
ahiead, and will lcccm nego-
tistions only until May on
its settlesnent packags -
which would set asids a
maximum §] billion over 10
years to seitle all claims.
Moreover, Ngai Tahu talks
of suing the Crown for
canpensation  after  the
breakdown of iis treaty ne-
gotiations.

It may be a good time to
heed the sdvice of former
Primé minister Sir Keith
Holyoake to “breathe
through the nose®.

It would also give time to
reappraiso past efforts w
seitle Maori grievances.

The Ngai Tshu claims
over the Kanp purchascs
for the New Zealand Com-

pany in the 1840s wamant
re-examination. These con-
cern the scquisition of large
tracts in the South Igland for
prices as low as ona far-
thing an acre.

A commission [n 1921
recommended com on
of £354,000 ($708,000). 1t
was a large sum for a nation
which had just fought in a

world  war, ent of
$200,000 was subsequently
offered, but declined.

Ths issue was finally re-
solved - or so it was

seitlement of $600,000, Lt is
said this was acceptod a2 a
serics of B0 meetings
throughout the Squth Island.
The Ngai Taby Claim Set-
tement Bill was enscted by
Parlizment, providing for
the money 10 be paid st the
rats of $20.000 & year for
30 yoars. The Ngai Tahu
Trust Board was ¢t wp in
1946 to adminisier 1t.
Inflation-adjusied, the sum
of one pound in 1943 valucs
is now worth $46.73, Thus,
in today's lerms the “final
settlement” is the equivalent
of mace than $14 million.
The settiement perjod was
from 1944-74, at which time
the Kirk Govemment, had
come to office.
Southern Maori MP Whew
Tirkaieno-Sullivan  con-
firmed last weck that she
had asked Mr Kirk for the
annual paymeats 10 contlnus
in pupemi?. and this had
been provided in a Maosi
Purposes AcL

This raises vanous ques-
tions on both logal sad mor-
a grounds about cyrront
Ngu Tahu claims,

Wortlh noting, Is that a
Taranaki Maon Claims Set-

Whetu Tirikatens-Sullivan

Hement Bill was also enact-
ed by Palinment in 1944,
viding compensation of
10,000 1 year in perpetuity
mnd a cash compensation of
g&oo in respect of Parihaka
8.

Thers may be questions
about how lhese payments
were calculaied, but there
can be no denying the wili-
ingness and goodwill of the
Crown 1o resolve the maiter
while the cou.nw was still
ﬁbmiled in World War

0.

Research by South Pacific
News Service (Sopac) has
wiearthed a 1943 official
memorandum to Prime Min-
atey Fraser from his Minis-
wr of Native Affairs, Rex
Mason QC, outlining the
probable amounts required
to settic alli Maori claims.

These were based on the
South Island claim being
settled at $20,000 1 year for
30 years - which it was,

In total, Mr Mason's calcu-
lations will have involved
?mmts of £81,550
& 810,831 in current val-
ues) in land or capital cash
payments, and £17,000

or Maori self-determination and the

(§794,410 currenit values) in
annual payments - party in
perpenuty and partly for
periods of 30 and 35 years.

The Scuth Island clim
and the Taranaki confisca-
lion were negotiated and
settled within these parame-
ters.

The other claims in the
1943 equivalent of the fiscal
envelope included Waikulo,
Ngui  Rangihouriri  and
Ngati Hikakino hapus (Bay
of Plenty), Whakatohea
(Opotiki), Kauhauroz
Aorangi  Block
(Hawke's Pry), Panuhi
block Poverlg Say),
Weipuku-Patea (Stratford),
and Pukeroa-Oruawhata
(Rotorua).

In respect of some of
these, the Mason memorsn-
dum said: "Doubts can be
1aised respecting their mer-
its but the position of the
Crown has been compro-
mised by reporiz of com-
missioas,

“l propose to re-examine
the ments where any serious

ucstion cap be raised bul

is of course will not mean
ihat every doubt must be
resolved in favour of the
Crown nor exclude a res-
sonable compromise where
mﬁ? may be some doubt
still remaining.

“There are a few other
claims I know of, but they
have nol come under so
much discussion, and [ think
arc comparstively smail,
though one cannot undertake
that they will not be exag-
gerated.

"I think they can later be
disposed of without im-
mense difficulty, but it
would bs a useless compli-
cation 1o discuss new oncs
bcfots getting rid of the old
ones.
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