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The Government and Ngai
lahu are pegotialing to settle
Plgai Tahu  grievanmces 23
directed by the Waitangi
Tribunal. The negotiating team
from Ngai Tahu 1s headcd by
Mi Tinene O Regan; that of the
Crown by Ri, Hon. Douglas
Geabam, Minster of Jushee.
Also on the Crown’s Mindsterial
leam  ogre Hon Maurice
McTigue (SOE’s), and Hon
Douglas Kidd (Fisheries).

“We yeproduce below notex that
have been seat to us of a
February me eting at which Mr
O’ Repan '{?ﬂx\\

Mr C’'Eepan claims that some
of the wmatersal, the did not
specily whicy), overdmplifies
or musrepresents  hix views.
However, he  also confitms
much of the material.

The Minister of Tustice for his
part 1 mud-Apal demed that
the nepotiations had reached
any of the agreements of gub-
gance that the notes record M
O’ Regan ax clamming.

The noles are as foliows:
"At 2 oint rnesting of
Chatham islands, North
Canterhury and

Acraki Conservation Boards.
Christehurch, 26/2/92, Tipeng
Regan (Chairman of the
Ngai Tahu Trust Board) gave a
frank summary of Ngai Tahu.
aspiraunns 7or settlermnant of
their treaiy clam. These are
sumimansed below:-

the

Alieady Grented by Waltangi
Trihun 2 )

Hights 1o Pounarmu
{greenstone)

Hights to Mahinga Kai par-
ficularly egls

and ather fisheries

{On tadtional Ngai Tahu lands)

alnce Achieved Dy
Megotiaiion with
Coveinment
Ownership of -

Fage &

NEGOTIATIONS

Te Waihora (Lake Ellesrzre)
Te Wairewa (Lake Walrewa)
Titr islands

Arahura Catchment, Westland

Further Alms

1y Joint Crown-Ngai Tahu tiile
all {or at least some) Naticnal
Parks in Ngai Tahu Rohe.
Stated this would: -
a) Not alter management,
ACCRss
B) Allow Ngai Tahu to interpret
their own history

) Allow Ngai lam' major stake
i park based green toUnsm

2) Qutright title some
conservation fand.  Specific
exarple given is

West Coast Accard Forests,
Gtatesd Ngai Tahu title belter
protection of conservation
valuaes than present system.

3) Titla to "some”
catchm E’mF.

High Country

4y Qutright title some SOL
land.

This as specific compensation
for reserves not awarded
(RNAg) ag part of Kemp's
purchase,

S A sharerolding in major
public uilities e.g.

a) Electricorp - suggested a
sharehnlding offeredfdiscussed
in negotiations

b) Sewage and waste disposal.
B) Qutright title 10 some
gpecific geographical features
of particular

cultural significance regardiess
of present tenure. Examplas
given

were Aoraki,
(Southiandy.

Takitimuy

Tipene Q'Regan made several
philogsophbical satements as a
background to above.  Thes
include:

My A tunaarnental Ngal Tahu
aim is ecolegical resteration
over rauiti-Qeneration span
(200-300 yeais). Stated
reason for seeking high

country catchment,

B) Central governmeant is fail-
ing  Suppors regionalisation
of pobtical power

C) Public Ownership of resour-
ces has failed  Leads to
pver-regulation, bureaucracy,
and degradaﬂon of resources.
Advocates "privatisation” to
CoMmMUNity groups comprising
a panai of users. Examples
given - fisheries and water,

D) Ngai Tahu would be better
custodians of resources and
consenation values than
pakeha system.

Fy Nyai Tahu interested in fong
tum prajects which will pl'O‘JldP
steady but not spectacular in-

come and empleyment. This
was ggiven as a reason for their
interest in Eleciricorp which
would provide mmmp at
present but provide a direct
vehicle for employment of Nga!
Tahu graduates a generation of
twiar on.

F) Ngat Tahu recognisee cost
of claim must not damage na-
tional econorny.  Will act as
custodians for nation.

) Ngai Tahu app«om b o con-
servation is conservation for
use. ' l-or exarnple they hope
that Kerery population can be
restored 1o point where 2 1radi-
tional food harvest is possible.”

FCO aong with  Federated
Mountan Uubs, the TFish &
Game Coundl and the Royal
Foreast and Bird Protection
Society has bad fwo meetings
with Mr Graham on the 1ssue,
the frgt with offcials and Ngal
Tahu alzo present.

ECO supports: negotiations to
settle the mpustices of the past
and has no quarrel with the no-
tion that Ngar Tahu be given
rescurced to obtain a secure
economic bage. Cash and S0E
asete, such ag exotic foregs
and shares w Dlectricorp seem
ideal for thig pumpoge.



Command in the form of title or
management  control ove

natural lands and waters wath
delicate envirenmental valnes
may be jqusified, 1 some
circumsgtances: but may also be
highly contentious. Some for-
mulae are likely to be resigted
as pwting natural areas at risk

from development.

Mr O'Regan in the past has
chided conservationists  for
being "too precious” 1 assum-
ing Maori commitment 10 con-
servation and has remarked that
in the past “we just didn’t have
the bulldozers".” On the other
hand, now Mr O'Regan asserts

that Ngai Tahu has a strong
commitment fo conservalion

and wall do better than if na-
tional parks and reserves are

left in public hands.

The Ngai Tahu commitment to
conservalion for humsn wuse
may at some points run counter
to the commitment found within
ECO ranks to comservahica of
nature for nature’s sake, andfor
to conservation for non uge pur-
poses.

Mr O'Regan has alleged (11
May 1992) that 1549
want. to derail the n
and jeopardise 3
Thiy i3

Conservationists are, however
concerned that ihe Cro vn
especially the Finance Mhmister,
does not regard the DoC ediate
as a 'cheap' source of compensa-
tion. We appreciste the need
to recognmise and restore the
mana of Ngai Tzhu and o

cootiation
4 Etx.LEEJx:Di
nok 50.

endow it with resources.
Conservation status for

protected areas of New Zealand
bave been hard won by due
public process agamst as range
of hunan developent
demands.  The pursmt of jus-
tice between people should not
endanger other species or pul af
risk thc rights or interests of na-
ture.

The question of public accesy to
both the lands and public ac-
countability for their manage-

ment 18 also a sengitive 188ue.

For example, we kaow that
Joai Tahn seek 2 range of
concessions from Dol for a
fourism venture involving the
censimction of 2 monorail from

l—-:l

Qusenstown 1o one of the
tourist tracks, probably the
Routebura.

Already there are substzmbtial

enviropmental values 28 dake,
Will the public be uonsulkd
before the Crown  decide
whether o agree o thc
proposal?

The delicate balance betveen
the rights of nature, the rights
of futufe generations, human
and non—hlmaﬂ, and the rights
of contemporary dispossessed
humans will be hard 1o find and
wall take patience and goodwall
_____ I isnot clear that the
rights of the Ilatler should
automatically triumpb over the
i

Fighting talk that pelarises the
debate vall not help the nation
find solutions that arc st to
all

Cath Wiliace



