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Big crowd turns u

By John Gibb
The Wanganui Moutos
Gardens dispute reflected
*a failure of leadership”,
and should have been
resolved much earlier,
former South African edi-
tor Donald Woods said in
Dunedin yesierday.

Mr Woods (81), who was
in Dunedin as part of a
national tour sponsored by
the Newspaper Publishers
Association in newspaper
week. addressed more than
500 people at a packed pub-
lic lecture. organised by
the Qrago Daily Times. at
the Otago  University
L'nion hall,

He referred 1{o the
Wanganui dispute during a
wide-ranging address. in
which he advocated frank
dialogue between individ-
uals and nations as the key
te resolving political.
racial and cultural con-

flicts throughout the
world.
Direct talks between

ANC leader Nelson Man-
dela and former South
African president F. W. de
Klerk bhad signalled the
end of entrenched hostili-
ties in South Africa. and
similar talks in Ireland
and the Middle East also
offered the promise of
peace. he said.

By contrast with the
oppression and massive

Paaly
,.

inequalities perpetuatéd
under the former apart-
heid regime, New and,
appeared to be “a coantry
without major problems,
or should be".

“If yod get major preb-
lems. your leaders arelet-
ting you dewn.”

He queried how Lhe
Mouloa Gardens dispute
could have been allowed to

reach its present level in a
relatively peaceful country
without earlier intervena-
tion to resolve the fssues.

There was “sometling
on
uding

?aﬁcﬁ‘l’:‘:‘:é? up at

thiz time®, and was appar-
entl *coming out of
nowhere",
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“It seems to me to be a
failure of leadership on all
sides when ,these issues
can suddenly Bare up. It
sheuld never have goi to
this stage.” he said.

He alse_gueried aspects
olf‘ghe n test leaders
ship, sayin. some pre-
trstp y n' rés - gmd
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themselves
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Former South African newspeper editor Donald Woods addresses a large crowd at a public lecture in

leader” bat there had evi-
dently been “ne selection
process”.
Reflecting om  South
African life under apart-
heid, he said it was vitai ts
asp that the system had
n “mad as well a5 . . .
bad”, that fits architee
Hendrik Verwserd, h
been “nutty
cake”. and that se-called

Dunedin yesterday.

inter-tribal tensions had
been engeraled by racist

r former editor

propagan
AQ: ough press freedoni

was not under any obvious
g:lnical threat in New
aland, the press needed
to probe beneath the sur-
face more actively and do
more to foster greater
understanding of ether
cultnres and languages.

He noted at  the
g::gllg:h-languue Daily

< news r,
whm‘ he had edng.d”in
East London frem i19¢8
until his arcest and ban-
ning in 1977, had included
a page in Afrikaans to cele-
brate cultural diversity.

Introducing the lecture,
the Otago Daily Times edi-
tor. Geoff Adams, said Mr
Woods had played a signifi-
cant role in the break down
of apartheid and the
“installation of demecratic

overnment in  South

rica”.

After his 10am address.
Mr Woods spent about hall
an hour lelding Hvely
questions from the audi-
ence. which respounded
with a standing evation.

The crewd everflowed
tbe“ld::dre '?3;' 400 seatls
pee with many pee-
ple stn&lng in the lil;lel
and at the rear of the kall,
and others turned away
because of the crewding.




