MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

PRESS STATEMENT

v Aprid 1990
Qucons Chain not throatensd by Resource Managgemant Bill

Fuevizenwent Minister Rt Hun Geoffrey Palmer today refuted Public Lands Coalition
claims that the Resourey Mansgeme=at Bili icopatdised public ewnership und rights over

the Quoeen's Chain,

“Fhe clauscs i the Bill ieloting to the Queen’s Chain largely continuc what happens

under the present laws,”™ sajd Mr Palw,

“Fhe maja difference is thar locel avthoritics will have to auswer to thehr connnunity
rather tbun fo the Governmenl in Wellington if they want to dispense with the

requisenient fur on esplanade 1eserve,

A Incal authority will have to takas the reserve unléss it has already baen given the
vonsent of the commuaity throwgl the copsuliaion process which is required hefore a
distiiet schetue i approved. Part of the Kill's philoiophy is to give local commusities a

preater say io the decisions thut sffect them,

"lhe Bill requircs 20 welres 10 be rererved unless the district plan, which is developed

through a public process, states atherwise.

My Pafoier aaid the Goverswent recogoised the importanee of the marging of ous lakes,
ceastal arcan wnd fvees, This was specificslly stated in the gencral principles of the
Bili. Fu:stbermaorc, there was & sectivn {Clause ¥88), which =t ot the purpuse of

esplanade reserves.

These purposes include enazbling public access and recrestional use of watgrways aad
adjacent res=ive land, and waintaining nattral values including water guslity and syuatic

habitass. .
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"Plans must be prepsred, aad decizions made in accordunce with these provisjoos.

“1 sefute the Public Lands Cealitivn cluim that the Bill aliows 'casy disposal’ of roads
around shorelines, and wnrestrained private control over roads. The Local Govermmnent
Act has been amended so that when dispoiing of roads zround shorelines, councils will
make a decision in sccordauce with the districr plas, ivstesd of needing the consent af

the Minister of Concervation.”

In the case of private leasing of voads, there would be no chapge, as the only
amendment wade i the Bill had been to replace the term *Town and Country Planning

Act' with the words ‘Resource Manggement Act’

M Talmer said the Bill proposed that compensation would alzo be paid by the locel
authority now that they bud greater resonsibility for the esplanade ressrves. A
signiticant numbes ol submissions hed commented on (kis aspscr of the Bill -
paricularly local cogacils, The Scleet Commitlee would be carefully considering
whothor say ckxages were needed to cazure esplanads swselves were created when land
was subdivided,

‘The Bill does not affect public access vights. Clause 7 of the Bill upacifically allows for
entry acress the watsr aud the beds of rivers and lakes as of right unless it is not

permitted in the managewent plan, he said.

"This iy 10 atlow the sontrol of activities like Jet Leating in national parks. Veople need

10 rementber (hey will be part of thr preparation of these management plans.

"The povisions allowing individual consents to use the bed of water bodies dave bean
carried over from the Habours Act 1950 with local uuthorities having grenter

responsibility,

"The Bill dogs nwt affect the ownership of rlverbeds  Scction 20 of rthe Acts
Tnterpretation At 1924 eusures this, This is auothey uxtter that way b clarificd by the

Select Commirttee,



"The Goveramrat is aware that in a Bill this size, there 19 bound to be some technical
shortcomings. The whale purpose of tbe Swelegt Committee process s 10 iton out these

problzms, and I welcoms= consttactive cow=ont to this end.

"Can ! repesr whar 1 said in November [ast vear - the Govarnment is committed 1o the

protection of the Quoen’s Chain," said Mr Palmer,
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