DOC REPORT TO THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
ON TENURE REVIEW OF ISLAY DOWNS PASTORAIL LEASE

PART I

INTRODUCTION

Islay Downs is a 1510 ha pastoral lcase on the western siopes of the Kakanui Mountain range. It
runs north-cast from the Red Cutting Sumunit on $tate Highway 85, “Che Pigrout”, and is 37 km

wnland from Palmerston.

The property lies within the Dansey Feological District which was surveyed under the Protected
Natural Arcas programme in 1989/90. Approximately 120 ha of the highest country runiing up to
Kakanui Peak (1528 m) is included in the 730 ha Dansey RAP 6 Kahanui P’cak arca. The upper

part of the property is bounded by the 690 ha Kakanui Peaks Conservation Area,

Approximately 400 ha show evidence of oversowing and topdressing, mainly within an arca of
600 ha which is significanthv modified from the original cover.  Around 900 ha of the higher
country plus the colder Iving castern side of the lease still retain much of the original vegetation

values,

‘There are no reserves or [ormally protected areas on the lease other than the marginal strips on

the Shag River which runs up the western boundary,
The lcase which has no farm buildings is farmed in conjuncuon with other land. 1L was inspected

by DOC staff in October 1996 to assess the conservation resource. ‘Therc is a usahle g on the

property dating from when a ski club operated.
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PART I

CONSERVATION RESOURCE DESCRIPTION AND
ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

2.1 LANDSCAME

Islay Downs is [ocated on the western face of the Kakanal Ringe  The gzher country, which is
still largely tussock covered, is highly visible from much of the Mamototo while the [ower country
is & prominent view at times from highway 85, This lower country s heavily modificd and apar
from small arcas of copper tussock and martagouri dominated shrubland near the road, has

predominantly a geeen pasture appearance.
SIGNIFICANCE

The narrow strip of copper tussock adjacent ta the ruad jist north of the <uinmit has sigmibficant
landscape value as well as the vegetation aspect but other than ths the iower country in thie Shag
catchment has no major Jandscape imponance. The higher couniry above 1000 ni) logether
with the neighbounng propertics is part of a high cnuntry landscape wiich is of ccological district
significance. ‘The Pigroot Creek catchment i particutar is highly visible from a frequently used

rest area and still represents a vista similar 1o the original cover in the locaity
2.2 TANDFORMS AND GEQLOGY

The property runs from the crest to the valley floor on the western face of the Kakanui biock
mauntain range and varies between 560 m and 1528 m in altitude.  This western face represents
the disseeted scarp of the Wathemo fault svstem atong which the Kakanui Mountain block has

been uplified.

Bedrock is schist or semi-schist and the soils are high country vellow Drown cagths of the Kaikoura

and Tangawai sets
SIGNIFICANCE

The soils and geology are typical examples fonr the locality. The highest part of the property has

extensive arcas of eroded country and also screes. W hile screes are generically significant in that



they are unconmumon on Otago block ranges except in the Kakanui Mountains, there are better

examples than these nearby. ‘There are no geopreservation sites on the property.
2.3 CLIMATE

The property lies in the transition zone between Central Otago and coastal Otago climates. The
rainfall varies between 700 mm and 1000 tm depending on altitude.  The winters are cold and
snowfalls are common though the snow only fies for anv length of time above 1000 m. Sumnmers
are mild and affected by cool casterly winds from the coast. Despite this however, because of the
rainfall patterns and norwest winds, plant growth is restricted by motsture deficiency between

January and March on the lower country.
2.4  VEGETATION

‘The property is bisccted longitudinally by a ridge. The back (higher altitude) part of the property
and the cokder aspect country 1o the east of the ridge, although modified to varying degrees, is still
predominantly native. The country to the west of the ridge is heavily modificd and has an

increasing proportion of exotic species with decreasing altitude.
The lease subdivides into a number of distinct vegetation zones shown A-F on the attached map 2.

Zonc A: Upper Caichment of Shag River below Kakanui Peak: This closcly corresponds to the
part of Danscy RAP 6 on the property.  Although containing significant areas of crosion
(improving) and some scree, this zone has overall a good vegetalive cover dominated by
Chionochloa macra at higher altitude and Chionochloa rigida lower down. There is a good
intertussock  cover including  Dracophylhun  muscoides, D unifloriom, Acyphilla  aurea,
Gaultheria depressa, Celmisia brevifolia and occasional flax bushes Phormitun cookianumn.
Lower down in the gullics flax and A, aured were more Common amongst some very large C.
rigida. At around 1100 m there is a small tussock/shrubland dominated by Hebe bectoris, Hebe

odora and Cassinia leptophbyiia.

Zone B: An upper catchment of Decp Creek, this basin faces north and is more heavity modificd.
The Chionochloa macra and C. rigida are reduced in both stature and density with arcas of short
tussock (Poa citd) and scattered Aciphylla aurea.  Dracophylum uniflorum and Olearia
bullata are also dotted through the zone. Other intertussock species include Aciphylla gracitis,
Celinisia lyallii, Acaena caesiiglaued, Astelia nervosa and Ranuncudus  species.  Despite the

modification the area still has the original cover well represented and few exotics.



Zone C: A very heavily modified north-west facing basin runuing up 1o 1200 m. The majority of
the Chiontochoa is severely reduced in stattre of has disappeared and there is a high proportion
of bare ground and a high pupulation of Acypbella aurea. lower allitnde gully refuges have
matagouri, flax and some large tussocks. On the Jower altinkie open ground are areas of
Hieracium pilosella. Wilding pines which accur throughout the property are common in this

basin.

Zoge I): This arca has been topdressed and oversown. The clovers and introduced grasses
increase with decreasing altitude and donunate lower down.  There are exten$ive areas of
Hrevacium  piosella.  Gully rcfuges still hold healthy  commumitics of matagouri,  flax,

Chionochloa rigida, Oleariu buliata, Carmichuaeilia petrit and Acypbilla atrea.

Zone E:  Upper catchmeat of Pigroot Creck: Although medified. particularly on the north facing
true left slopes, there is still a good cover of tall tussock with a gradation to more short tussock at
lower altitude. The gullies and fire sefuges sidl have renwant sheublands with Dracophytivm
uniflorton, natagouri, Coprrosma ciliata, Meliyvtus alpimus, Acyphilla aurea, Polystictom

vestittun, Celmisid donsiflora and flax.

Zone Fi This area has been topdressed and oversown and regulacdy burnt. 1t has a green
appearance from the exotic understorey but still has goud populations of tall thssack and remnait

shrublands, particularly matagouri and ¢ Nearia brdlata,

In addition to the above main areas, adjaceni 1o Lhe road north of Red Cutting summit is a strip of
copper tussock (Chionochloa rubra) sub. sp. cuprea) and associated matagourd (iscarta
toumatow) and Olearia builata. In addition a rare Spaniard, dciphyilla subflabellatd has a
localiscd population between the road and the fence. This is the largest known Otago colony of

this plant.
SIGNIFICANCE

Zones A, B and E are of high sigaificance on an ccological disinct scale. Zone A is an integral pant
of the Danscy RAP G area recommended for protection under the Profected Natural Areas
programme.  Zone B. although modified, is sull dominated by indigenous species with the origina
cover still well represented and healthy enough to regenerate It is also a north facing catchmenk
of which no examples are protecied in the locality.  Zone ) is a healthy tussock shurubland
association.  Shrublands in particular have largely been removed swithin the ecological districi.

‘This zone also has high landscape significance dependent on the vegetation cover. This landscape



aspect also applied to Zone F where the cover is not particularly significant from a vegeration

aspect but has landscape implications.

similarly the narrow strip of copper tussock and shrubland at Red Cuting Summit has niore
landscape significance than vegetative, however it does represent a potential habitat for the rare

Acyphilla subflabellata present on the roadside strip.

The healthy indigenous vegetation comimunitics on the property cover an atitude range from 600-

1500 m.
PROBLEM PLANTS

Wilding pines which occur throughout the locality are widespread on this property and represent
a heavy infestation in parts. Broony is also present and while nut a major problem at present, has

the potential to become one. Hieraciun is a significant problem from a farming aspect
2.5 FAUNA
INVERTEBRATES

In association with the healthier arcas of hative vegetation is a rich and varied insect population at
higher altitude. These include the moths Orophora unicolor and Qrocramihus tritonelius, weevil
Anagostis latirosrus, caddis Tiphobiosis cataractae and carabid beetic Megadromus bullatus.
Lower dowa specics noted were grasshopper Sigeas qustraiss, carabid Mecodema sculpturatun,
bug Rinypodes chinai, darkling bectles of Mimopeus sp.. burrowing carabid Metaglyma tibiale,
cicada Kikibiat angusta, caddis Hydrobiosis kiddi and stoncr Zealandobius takabe, these last

two at their most casterly Jocation at Pigroot Creek.

The aquatic invertebrate community in particular is very species rich here and also has species of
local occurrence, the caddis Syrichorema tillyadi, Neurochorema pilosurm and Baeraptera roria

being examples, as is Pserudoeconesus stramineus which is local and associated with secpages.
AQUATIC VERTEBRATES

The Shag River within this property contains populations of both brown trout (Saimo trutta) and
flat head galaxid (Galaxius depressiceps). Co-occurrence of nof-migratory galaxid fish and trout is
rare in Otago (Townsend and Crow! 1991). The site is of special research and conscrvation

interest with many new rescarch findings already having been published (Flecker and Touwnsend
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1994, Crowl and Townsend 1992, Mcltosh Townsend and Crowl 1994) and [urther monitoring

being undertaken

In the Pigroot Creck upstream of SEH 85 the NIWA freshwaler fish database recuords three sprecices;

Cradacius sp., brown trout and brook char.

OTHER FAUNA

A wide range of bird species both indigenous and introduced, have been recorded throughout the
ecological district. On the day of inspection a NZ falcon (Falco novaeseelundiae) a category B

threatened specics (Molloy and Davis 1994) was sighted un the property near the highway.,

SIGNIFICANCE

The invertebrate communities in the higher part of the properties represent a gond cross-$ection
of the species found throughout the Danseys Ecolagical District. The 1ower valley species i the
aquatic wvertehraies in particular are of ecological region sipnificance and the fish commumity in

the Shag River is of national signifivance.
PROBILEM ANIMALS

Rabbits are present on the property and goats appear perindically, but neither represeni a

probiem unless ignored for o length of tme,
2.6 HISTORIC

The semains of a stone but and holdiag yard are located i the wmouth of 2 wde gully off the Shag
River approximately 1.2 km up from the highway (GR 112 069 362). Two previous lessees
(Preston then MacDonald) bave advised they vnderstosd the site 1o e an carlly bouodary rider’s
hut that may have dated as carly as Johnny Jones proprictorship Omid 1800s) but this has never

been verified.

The headwaters of the Hyde race also start on this propeay approxiately 2% knvap the Shag

River from SH 85

The Pigroot was an important carly gold mining route and onc of the first formed roads into inkand
Otugo. The pew road in places follows a diffecent line and pist cast of the Red Ctting Sumiit the

old road formation is stiil clearly visible.



SIGNIFICANCE

All the above features are of at least district significance and if the Johnny Jones connection is

correct those remains would be of regional significance,

No pre-Furopean features are known to DOC, however Trevor Howse has visited the property and

will report direct to CCL on any Ngad Tahu interests.
2.7 PUBLIC RECREATION
2.7.1 Physical Characteristics

Over half the property represents a largely natural environment but, except for the Deep Creek

catchment, in most of the remainder traffic is noticeable on SH 85.

The main ridge through the property is 2 goud foot access route to the Kakanui Crest amd a side

ridge gives good foot aceess te Obi Peak and on down a continuous spur 10 Shingly Creek.
‘There are good picaic sites adjacent to the Shag River.

Although a private skifield was established here some years ago snow 18 nut reliable enough for

skiing to be a significant feature.
2.7.2 Public Access

‘The property bounds SH 85 and there is a marginal strip up ihe Shag River for approximately 3.5
km. The old road formation is also still a legal road but enly a very small part lies within the Jease.

Other than the above features there is no formal access on the propernty.
2.7.3 Activiues

The private skifield established included a good hut and circulating rope tow but stopped
operating some vears ago mainly because of lack of reliabie snow.  The hut {overnight
accommodation standard) is still sound but the tow is non-repairable and the mechanicals have

been removed from the motor shed.



The main public use is tramping - cither short walks up the $hag River or utilisation of the ridge

routes up to the Kakinui crest or the round trip to Shingly Creek. Prescnt use js modest only,

SIGNIFICANCE

Fven at present usc levels the access routes here are signdficant and therc is a realistic hikelihood of

increased ust in the future.
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PART 1

CONSULTATION AND DISTRICT PLANS

3.1 CONSULTATION
On 12 December 1996 a meeting was held with NGOs in the DOC office in Dunedin
Maps were provided to the NGO representatives. The issues discussed included

- Landscape issucs were raised by Forest and Bird 4s an overall principle usiag the Rock and

Pillar as an exsnple. It was suggested that the whole range be looked at as a unit.

With reference w properties lacated in the Pig Rout such ax [slay Downs, Clover Flat and
Kinross, FANZ and F&L stressed the need 10 protect the tigseck vista from the Pig Route

road.

On Islay Downs, 'MC suggested that public access b sought up the main farm track from

the Pig Rout road to the KakanuiRidge to enable a rovnd np to be completed.

On & March 1997 a further meeting was held n the DOC office, Dunedin for various

representatives from NGOs.

Property maps had already been circulated 1o the NGOs and a report of the individual discussions

for cach property is as follows:
Values identificd on P36, Islay Downs, were:

significant view from higher arcas of the property

- significant in terms of aceess from Pig Root road to the top of U Kakanuis

- Jong-term aim would be 10 secure 4 ruund trip walking up the Islay Downs track along the
tops and dowi through PO 34 Shingly Creek

- F&B i particular considers that Jandscape potential of land around the Red Cutling area
was imporeant and should not be allowed to have pine trees planted. Thev considered a
covenant could be in order. Some historic importance to retain the old road formation

some of which is on the pastoral lease near the op of the pass. (PANZ)
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- PANZ, suggested a fence from adjacent to the Longlands/DOC fence heading up a ridge to
connect with the new fence on the Pig Root Creck side.

- Mike Floate (FMC) provided notes on this property which are attached unabridged.

3.2 DISTRICT PLAN

‘The propeny is in the Waitaki district and is zoned Rural Scenic in the proposcd district plan,

Permitted activitics in that zoning are forestry, farming. one residential unit/20 ha, visitor and

home occupation, mincrat prospecting, small scale factory farming and recreational achivitics.

No areas are protected under the proposed plan and tie RAP is not noted.

See also the attached cxtract from the draft Conservation Management Strategy report (Special

Place 14),
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Dansey RAP 6 : KAKANUI PEAK

Ecological units
TWINSPAN regetation group (ne.) camne and landform Plots

1013 High-aiticude curhionfield on debrs manlled tap KAK(Q2
(02) Shrubland cn debris maniled slopes PIG17, 20

(03) Slim sncw tusyockiand on debris mantled slopes KAKOL, PIG 02, Q2, 04, 05,
06, 15, 1%, 22, 23

(34 Nacrow-icaved snpow tussockland on debns manatled slopes PIGO7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 12, 24
(07) Sedgclacd co debris mantled slopes PIG21

Landform and soils

Kakanui Peak RAP encompasses the upper siopes of Kakanui Peak and the headwaters of two
sreams, the Swinbum aad Shag Rivess, aiong the sieep, dissected, westem face of the
Kakanui Mouriains. This western face represents the dissected scarmp of t5e Waihemo fault
system, along which the Kakanui Mountain biock has been upiified.

Bedrock is semi-schist., The soils are aii mapped in the Kaikoura set (Marshaill 1977).

Yegetation and flora

Valley sices and ndgss are covered predominantly in parrow-izaved snow Tussock
(Chionocilog rigide) (CWINSPAN group 04).  The diversity of inter-tussock species is
gencially low. Bare grave:ly ground and sheet e:osion surfases are common, patticulariy
on sunny aspects., Hawloweads (Hieracium piiosella and H. proealtum) gre abundart in some
areas, paricuszrly below 1000 m. Other species found in variable amounts associated with
narrow-icaved snow tussock are Gaultheria depressa var. rovee- zelandice, Pertachondra
pumiia and Celmisia densifiora.

Slim snow tussockland (Chionochloa macra, (TWINSPAN group 03) is coniined mainiy to
slopes above 1300 m, pardculariy on south and east aspects where, in many places, it
achieves a cover greater than 80%. Arezs of sim snow tussock generally have a nigher
proportion of native inter-tussock species, with Gauliheria depressa vat. novae-zelandiae,
Celmisia brevifolia and C. angustifoliu as the dominant species.

Shrubs occur throughout the tussockiand (ITWINSPAN group 02). Matagoen (Discaria
tournatou) is extensive on mid to lower slopes, especially in the Swinburn catchment, Cover
vanes fromn scatered shrubs to dease scrub.  Amongst the matagouri, primarily at lower
alitudes, are Hebe rakaiensis, Coprosma propinguc, necdle-leaved Coprosma (C. rugosa),
mountain flax (Phormium cookianum) and occasional plan:s of C. incerrexa, Olearia
cymbifoiia and coral broom (Corallospariium crassicaule;.  Coprosma inzertexia is now
gencraliy restricted o remnant shrubiands from Marlborough to Central Gt2go, but was once
widespread throughout the casiern South Island. This was the oniy record of the shrub in
tie District during the PNA survey, but it may well occur in some of the other catchmerts
which were not visited along these steep westam faces of the Kakanui Moontzins.
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On shady slopes, mainly above i000m, turpentine scrub (Drecophyllum uniflorum) is
abundant, and areas of mountin fax are common in hollows and streamsides. Inaka
(Dracophylium lonyifolium) is also scattered throughouwt tie shady slopes.  On the southern
face of Kakanui Peak, at around 1100 m, there is a small area of tussock-shrubland
dominaied by fHehe kectorii, mountain tauhinu (Cassinia lepiophylla) and Flebe odora.

Some flushes of bog rush {Schoenus pauciflorusj occur on the higher altitude slopes (above
1100 m), in both catchments (TWINSPAN grosp G7).

The summit of Kakanui Peak consists of gravelfield and rockland with cushiors of
Dracophylium muscoides, Leucopogon fraseri, Ceimisia ramulosd, Lizula pumila and lichens
(TWINSPAN group (1). Below the summit, a paich of scree extends down into the
Swinbum caichmen: to about 1250 m on the south-west face of Kakanui Peak.

Fauba

Falcon and pipit were recorded in this RAP during the fieid survey. Patrick (1991) ncted
tha: grassland motis are well represented in this RAP with the diurmal species Scoparia
aquiockroc and Ewdenia organaeq tvpical of this fauna. Weller sites amongst ghe tussock,
ofien consisting of mosses or cushions, support mairnly diuma! moth fauna incldding
Glaucocharis helis¢typa, Crocrambus scoparioides ené Scoparia ergafis, Fewcr moth
species are preseat on the scree but of these the dark-colouted Qrocrambus melamperrus is

worthy of noie.
Discussion

Steep slopes, extensive bare gravelly ground and abuacant rock ouscrops of low reifef are
typical of the wesiern side of the Kexanui Mountains.  The indigenous coment of te
o

vegetation also tends to be jower than the more genile castern faces of the range. Kakamul
Peak is the only area recomimended for proteciion in the stecpiy sloping western faces of the

Kakanui Mounteins.

This RAP cortains the greatest diversiiy of plani communities, with the highest level of
naturalress, o the caichments secn on the western side of the main range, It includes
vegetation {vpes ard species poerly represented or urcommon in other RAPs such as
cxtensive tgiagoun shrublands, and the shrub species Qlearia cymbifolia, Coprosma
interiexig and cordl bioom.

In additon, the slim snow tussocklands on the upper siopes of Kekanui Peak have one of the

highest covers (> 80%) in the District. Patrick (1591) has 2lso identified the tussockiands
and wetlands oa Kakanui Peak as a key site for the conservation of insects,

Criteria summary

Representativensss B represeatative of sicep wesiem faces of the Kakanui MourzEins.
Diversity H Ligh species richiness and number of vepetation groups over 2
range of aspects and altitude.
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Special features

Viadility
Buifering

Threa!

M

H
MH

contains & number of plants and insects uncommon in the
Distact.

Jarge area, retized from grazing.

inciudes both natural and unnatural boundaries; similar to
surrounding landscape.

wilding pines, fire,
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KAKANULI MOUNTAINS

P —

CONS. UNIT NO. NAME STATUS AREA
141 Q4% Kzkznui Teas Contcrvation Arca G50 30 hz

10.14.1

10.14.2

10.14.3

10.14.4

10.14.5

fummii ndge, Kacawis

Ecological District

Dansey

Local Authority

waitaki Distric: Council, Central Otago Distrizt Council.

DOC Land

Twe Kakanui Peak Censervation Arca protects part of 2z unsiatle catchment ¢f
typica: aipine species dominated by Chiorochloa rigida.

Otber Land

The remaiznder ¢f the Kakanuis is heid predeminantly under pasiofal [easchold
tenure. Two covenanis protect areas of Chicnccdloa rubra vur. cuprea

grassland.

Description

e Kakanui Mountains ar= the norih-casiera most ¢f the Otago schist

mountain ranges. effeciiveir forming a transiticnal barrizr berwesn Ceniral-
eastern Otzge asd Neot Otago. Danseys Pass isa sacd)e berween the Kakanui
Mazuatains and the St Marys Range and carries a mealied read connecting the
Maniototo 1o the Waitaki Valley. The Kakanul Mcuriains ccnsist of a serics of
steep peaxs inciuding Mt Nobbier, Kakanui Peax ard the highest, Mt Pisgah
(i643 metres), with several gentiy sloping sutstantizl spurs running at right
angles into Norih Otage.

257
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Mi Dashes Sitena Hill arza. with
ity guannlnve veleznd
lzedforms. especlaily the
trancated praumedi thapes of
Kat:icehvrst and Me Casher A
natuz! lacesezpe adth
cuutand.ng Linedls valucs.
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W
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A variety of typical schist lancferms and periglacial featurss are found on the

SR
crest including tors and patterned greunc,
“he ertire range is clothed in indigenous vegetation.

Fellfiel¢ with low herbs, cushion plants and licheas domisnate the crest of the
range while large areas of snowgrass with scme shrubland remnants covers the
fanks. Scowbanks are rare but many wetlands aze present io ¢ alpine zone.
Areas of cepper tussock grassland occur on the plateaux.

A significant and visuzlly siriking ares of extinct volcanic cones and basaitic
beulder fields are found rear the south-eastern end ¢f tae mountains with
several sigrificant basait peaks such as Kattothyrst. Mt Dasher and Sibezria Hiil.
Snowgrass, wetlands and bluff systems are the domwinant eccsystems of the

basalt area.

Most of the Kakanui Mountzins is Crown lanc in pasteral lease tenure, Wit
orly a medest area of SNOWgGrass beicw Kakanu: Peak maraged for
censervaticn.  Imperizntly, the mountsins are essentially natural, especialy
with increasing altitude, and form 2 cohesive uzit of natural €CoSYSICILs
deminated by native vegetatic:

Transmillers €xist 0n1 a peax near Mi Alexander and o2 the basaltic Obi, with
§WD access both to these and beyond to the highesi crests Lnking up with
several tracks up the szuss.

‘e the nereaeast the range is draincd by the Macrewhenua and Kakanui Rivers,
while the Shag River and Kyz Burn drain tl'c souih-wesiern sicpes.

Values

The Kakanui Mountains form ap impressive naiural tzckdrep to both North
Otago ard Mzniototo ccarmuiiiies with more inimale views from the bDansers
Pass and Pigreet Roads.

L

Gezlegically the volcanic area ceatred on Me L asherSiberia Eil
togetiier with its cover ¢ Chionochloca macra ad C. rubra, ext ensive
wetlands and bluff/screc systems.  Shrubiand containing sacw totaza and

is significant,

mouatain t9s toa are also a feature.
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The intact high-aipine vegetation ¢f the rest of the range is also of censideradle

conservation vaiue with large arzas of fellfieid and screc with smaller arexs of
snowbanks containing cushion species sich as Kelleria childii. large arcas cf
Cirinnochloa macra and diverse welands are 3 feature of the alpine zene with

wibiands ¢f Dracophyiium and Hebe specics sucrcunded by Cahionochioa

rigida on lower siopes.

“1e area was surveyed under the PNAP in 1989/50 anc 10 representative areas
ranging in size from 2,000 hectares to 125 heciires were recommenced for

protection.

Seectings from Naseby Forest hiave resulied o i widespread widing pie (mainy P
conscria) probicarcn the scotiwest slopes of tie Kaxznuis.

As with the Oora, the fauna is typicai ¢f ctaer Centzzl Ogo mcuniains but wit 2
distinc: North Ouage efemernt inciuding rao unnarned gian? wes +il species (Lyperobius
spp.). gant wea Deinacrida conreciens 1:'.(:' a1 diurnai moth Notoreas [schnocyma.
%e vadery of ecosysiems present is reficeied i the in rertebrate [aiina with varicus
assemiinges of species, ench dependent on wetand, sarublands, rock Biefs/tors,
grasslands or felliizid vegewition. The Jower Kakanui catchment is the Oy known
Otzgs ecation of the lesg-fawed gaiaxias (CGaiwdas prognaikis).

Back country drivedn 2nd walk-in setiings for recrealion are av 2iakle aiong the =nge
provided access permmissicr §s cttined. with the wighest peaks forming a core of
£:NOlC COUnLY.

Recreaticn vaiucs centre on summier time %05 actsiiizs, with tem 1ping less imporan!
bectuse of Ui area’s ULCLEnTss, privaic oo ’;auon and ik of ILts, A LIverse acng
the mnge taking in the volcanic area and toe higher pesks would eake 3 satisfyving
tramp of 34 days. Many of the higher altituce ve bice racks wetld provide challenging
mountin bike towsng  Sxfing hes cccurred cecasionaly 01 the Kaxanuis but the
vareiablity of snow has curtaifed activities in ore fECLnT UMSS.

Histode vaues are found on the perphery of the Kaxaruls, A shcrt but sigrificant
burst of activity jooking for goid has lo& a legacy of diggings anc water races, whica
slate quuTy newr “The Dasher” has local histenex signifizance.
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Kikzruw Mouniains,

Management Issues

» At present the only areas under protection are the Kakanui Censervation

Area and the two covenanss for red tussock grassiand at Mo Staiker, while
the balance of the area is utitised for pastoral farming, including burzing
and pioughicg for exotic pasture Cevelopment. Most of the PNA survey
recommencations have yet to be iniplemenied.

Public access to the range is very limited.

Protection from fire.

Fencing to exclude stock frem fragile areas.

Wiiding pine coatrol in the scuthwest.

Landscape protection on the beiance of Kakanui Mountains, ie, advocicy on
Jurning, tracking issues aed piantaiion forestry.

Fursher siting cf iastallaticzs ia visually sensitive lecaticns especially on

skylines,

Objectives for Kakanui Mountains

To maintain the natural resources contaiced within the existing
protected areas on the Kakanui Mountains ‘while taking
opportunities that may arise through pastoral lease tenure review
to negotiate protection of acd access to arcas of high natural and
recreational value,

Implementation

(2) Corircl wiiding trees thar threaten naiurzl resources cn the Kakaoui

Mcun:zins, including fizisen and cooperation with ncightours.

(%) Footaccess negotiated at key points for the public to areas managed by the
depariment, with public vehicular access having a lower pricrity.




(¢} Co-siting of future teiecemmunications buildings and towers wiil be
advocated ¢n the Kakanui Mcuntzins,

.

(&) Resource iuformaticn  thzt assists management  of  existiz arzas
administered by the departmient or assists pastgral lease tenure review

discussicns will be gathered,

{e) Frotecticr of kay areas for natural and histeric resources will be scught
through pastcral lease tenure review negaiiaticr opperiunities.

(53 Advocate against burning cf native grasslands or shrublands where its
cffect is to degrade significant natura; and historic resources, especialiy
landscape and soil 2and water, ia the context ¢l Resource Managezimment Act
axd other statutory processes.

; -
[ Priorities for Kakanuf Mountains

i 1a this Special Place, tenure review negotiatious and wilding tree
control will be the priority method for implemeuting the objective
Curing the course of this CMS. i

L — - -



