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PREFACE

T0 THE SEVENTEENTH EDITION.

Sivcr the publication of the last edition in 1911 the law relating
to highways bas been enriched by uwmerous judicial decisions,
and in partienlar the law of “exiraordinary traffic” has attained
greater certainty. In this edition the book has been tboroughly
revised. We have included more than four hundred refercnces
to cases deecided sinee the last edilion went to press, and have
added over a hundred references to decisions prior in date to 1911.
It has also been necessary to include a certain number of pew
Statutes, such as the Ministry of Health Act, 1919 ; the Ministry
of Transport Act, 1919; the Aequisition of Land (Assessment of
Cowpensation) Act, 1919 ; the Roads Aect, 1920 ; the Defence of
the Realm (Acquisition of Land) Acts, 1916 wnd 1920; the Unem-
ployment (llelief Works) Act, 1920 ; and the Emergency Towers
Aect, 192C.

The most strikiug changes in the law have perhaps beeu the
transfer of powers relating to highways from the Local Govern-
ment Board, first to the Minister of Health, and later from that
Minister to the Minister of Transport; the supersession by the
Minister of Transport of the Ioad Booard and the Light Railway
Commissioners; and his acquisition of most of the Doard of
Trade’s powers in relation to roads, bridges, and traflic.

By the Ministry af Transport Act, 1919, wnd the Rowuds Acy,
1920, new aud important powers arc vested in the Miuister
with regard to the development, iwprevemeut, and maintenance
of roads and to the regulation of traffic. Many of these powers
arc of great practical importance, anud we may mention in par-
ticular those relating to the closing of highways.

To the Miuister of Transport Parliament bas delegated powers
0 make orders and regulations of a lar-reaching character, Snch
orders aund regulations are frequently made, amended, and
rescinded, and, although every effort has been nsed to make this
book & full and correct statement of its subject, the practitioner
is advised to satisly hitmself on all oceasions with regard to the
latest orders and regulations,

RIN



vi PREFACE To THE SEVENTEENTH EDITION:

The vast and rapid development of motor traffic in recent
years and the neglect of the roads and bridges during the Great
War have made the present time a critical one in the history of
the King's Highway. The old problem how to accommodate the
highways to increased and novel traffic and to avoid the restric-
tion of such traffic within present limitations is with us in an
urgent and intensified form. We observe in the spheres of polities
and litigation the struggle between the often opposed interests of
the State, the local authority, the railway or canal company, and
the users of traffic. It is certain that during the next few years
fresh legislation will be effected from time to time, and the law of
highways will become an increasingly important, and, it is to be
feared, an increasingly complicated subject.

We are indebted to our fricnds Mr. Frank T, Vachell, M.C.,
of the Middle Temple, and Mr. Stepben R. Benson, and Mr, John
Rowlatt, M.C., both of the Inner Temple, for their assistance
in the reading of the proofs.

JOSHUA SCHOLEFIELD.
ARCHIBALD COCKBURN.

Tae TEurLE,
April, 1928,
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