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Plans for Queen’s Chains of a minimm 3 metres on lakesides amd sea-shores
aren’t a reduction of the public’!s rights, according to a spokecmen for

Conservation Minister Phillir Woolaston.

Gueen’s Chains are sirips of land alongside waterways and the sea ta ensure

public access to the water, and traditionally they are 20 metres wide.

The Minister’s spokesman says all existina Queen’s Chains remain as they are,

but the 3—metre minikus applies to new Chains invelved in the seliling of

cutting rights to State foresis.
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The spokesman says the public’s access-rights, where forestry cutting-rights
have been sold, is in dowbt, so to make sure people can still use adizcent
water, the marginal strips are being vritten into the legislation.

The spokeswan says that we till now, when Crown land was sold or public access

denied, the Govermment had no obligation to create warginal strips at all.
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He says the creation of warginal strips alongside vivers and streasms won’t be

mandatory because, in sows (ases, atiess to the water is inpossible.
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17 metres will vanish, but Conservation Minister Phillip Woolaston is adamant

that changes to conservation law reforms mean that the Queen’s Chain 1s secure.

The Queen’s Chain is a 20 metre strip of public land next to waterways. Outdoor
recreation groatfgss are worried that the law changes put it st risk, and bar the

public access to the coastline, rivers, and lakes.

But Mr Woolaston says at least 3 wetres of Crown land will be retained — and

there will be new rules on when the public can be excluded. 77?7 are ho )
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He says, from now on, marginal strips of land next to wvaterways will zlways be

created vhen Croun Land is =old.
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Mr Woolaston believes the changes he is proposing wean that even the most

hardened cynic must now accept that the Queen's Chain is secure.



